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IMPORTANT GK (III OF III) - DECEMBER (2017)
1.What
What is the project launched for Financial
Inclusion of Rural Population?
1.Udisha
2.Swabhiman
3. AMRUT
4. INSPIRE 5. DARPAN
Union Minister of Communications, Manoj Sinha
launched DARPAN – “Digital Advancement of
Rural Post Office for A New India”. DARPAN
D
project will be implemented with financial outlay of
Rs. 1400 Crore. Under the project, each Branch
Postmaster (BPM) will be provided a low power
technology solution that will enable each of
approximately 1.29 Lakhs Branch Post Offices
(BOs) to enhance
ce the quality of services being
offered to rural customers across all the states of
India. Till date, 43171 Branch Post Offices have
migrated under the “DARPAN” Government has set
a target to complete the project by March 2018. The
ensuing Information Technology
hnology (IT) modernisation
will enable BOs not only to improve mail
operations processes by allowing for automated
booking and delivery of accountable article but will
also lead to an increase in financial remittances,
savings accounts, Rural Postal Life Insurance
I
and
increased revenue through retail post business.
In which city of India, Union Cabinet has
2.In
approved Railway Ministry’s initiative to set up the
first ever National Rail and Transport University
(NRTU)?
1. Mumbai, Maharashtra
2. Vadodara,
Vadodar Gujarat
3. Kochi, Trivandrum
4. Kolkata, West Bengal
5. Pune, Maharashtra
Union Cabinet has approved Railway Ministry’s
initiative to set up the first ever National Rail and
Transport University (NRTU) in Vadodara, Gujarat.
Primary objective for setting up NRTU is to skill
Indian Railways workforce and build capability.
The university will be managed by a not-for-profit
not
Company registered under Section 8 of the
Companies Act, 2013. NRTU will be equipped with
technology applications including satellite
sate
based
tracking, Radio Frequency Identification and
Artificial Intelligence to improve on-the-job
on
performance and productivity. All approvals related
to setting up of NRTU will be procured by April
2018 and Government is planning to launch the first
academic program in July 2018.
In which State the India’s first design university
3.In
‘World University of Design’ is opened?
1. Punjab
2. Kerala
3. Haryana
4. Gujarat
5. Odisha

World University of Deisgn (WUD), India’s first
and only Design University opened
open its campus at
Sonipat, Haryana. The World University of Design
is promoted by Om Parkash Bansal Educational and
Social Welfare Trust of Mandi Gobindgarh, Punjab.
WUD offers 23 specialized UG and PG programs in
various
fields
like
Design,
Fashion,
Communication,
ication, Visual Arts, Design and Retail
Management, and Architecture. It follows a special
curriculum that encourages research, academic
excellence, industry preparedness and social
innovation. It is the first university in India
dedicated to education in the creative domain. It has
a well-facilitated
facilitated residential campus.
4.According
According to Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill,
2017 which word is excluded from the definition of
tree?
2. Bamboos 3. Aloe Vera
1.Peepal
4. Mahagony 5. Eucalyptus
The Indian Forest (Amendment)
(Amendm
Bill, 2017 was
passed in the Lok Sabha. The Indian Forest
(Amendment) Bill, 2017 was introduced by
Environment Minister Harsh Vardhan.As per the
bill’s Statement of Objects and Reasons, section 2,
the amended will exclude the word “bamboos” from
the definition
efinition of tree. This will eliminate the need
for permission to transport bamboos grown in nonnon
forest area.This will also allow farmers to plant
bamboos in degraded land.
5.Which
Which state government announced the setting up
of Cow Protection Committees (Gau
(Ga Sanrakshan
Samitis) in all its districts to make sure that cow
sheds (gaushalas) are operated efficiently?
1. Madhya Pradesh 2. Uttar Pradesh
3. Andhra Pradesh
4. Telangana
5. Karnataka
Uttar Pradesh government announced the setting up
of Cow Protection Committees (Gau Sanrakshan
Samitis) in all districts of Uttar Pradesh to make
sure that cow sheds (gaushalas) are operated
efficiently.The Cow Protection Committees will be
headed by the district magistrate. The
superintendent of police and the district’s chief
development officer will act as the district
magistrate’s deputies. The Cow Protection
Committees would sell cow-related
cow
products like
soaps, incense sticks, mosquito repellant coils,
biogas, compost and phenyl made from cow urine.
This has been done in order to make the cow sheds
self-sufficient.
sufficient. These committees would also rescue
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and take care of cattle, to prevent them from getting
illegally slaughtered or smuggled.
6.‘Naseem
‘Naseem Al Bahr’ or ‘Sea Breeze’ exercise was
conducted between which two countries?
countr
1. India and Oman 2. India and Saudi Arabia
3. India and Iran
4. India andIaq
5. India and Dubai
The 11th edition of ‘Naseem Al Bahr’ or ‘Sea
Breeze’ exercise was conducted off the coast of
Oman. Naseem Al Bahr is a biennial exercise. This
was started in 1993. Indian ships reached Muscat on
16th December 2017. Indian Naval ships – INS
Trikand and INS Teg participated in the exercise.
P8I – a versatile, long-range
range maritime aircraft also
participated from Indian Navy. From Royal Navy of
Oman – Al Rasikh, Khassab, Al Mubashir and Al
Bushra ships participated in the exercise. In 1953,
Indo-Oman
Oman Treaty of Friendship, Navigation and
Commerce was signed between Indian and Oman.
This led to bilateral relations between both the
countries. This was the first treaty
ty signed between
India and an Arab country.
Myanmar,with which country has signed an MoU
7.Myanmar,with
for improving socio-economic
economic condition of Rakhine
State?
1. Bhutan
2. Srilanka
3. Pakistan
4. India
5. China
India and Myanmar signed a MoU for improving
socio-economic
nomic condition of Rakhine State. The
MoU was signed by India’s Foreign Secretary S
Jaishankar and Myanmar Deputy Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement U Soe
Aung in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. S Jaishankar had
been to Myanmar on an official visit.
visit This is the
first government to government MoU signed by
Myanmar for the socio-economic
economic development of
Rakhine. This MoU will enable Myanmar to restore
normalcy in Rakhine and help return of displaced
persons. As a part of this MoU, India would take up
a project to build prefabricated housing in Rakhine
State Chittagong.
8.Which
Which country announced its plan for a national
carbon market that would be the world’s biggest
trading system for climate-warming
warming emissions?
1. Japan
2. USA
3. England
4. Germany 5.China
China announced its plan for a national carbon
market that would be the world’s biggest trading
system for climate-warming
warming emissions. China’s
National Development and Reform Commission
vice-chairman
chairman Zhang Yong said, this national
carbon market will initially
tially include only the power

sector. It was not mentioned when this trading
would start. This trading was piloted in cities like
Jiangsu, Fujian etc. China intends to use this
national carbon market to limit emissions by around
2030. Chinese financial institutions
ins
and businesses
will be mandated to consider the carbon impact
when they develop medium and long-term
long
plans.
9.According
According to Expedia Vacation Deprivation
Report 2017, India holds which rank as “vacation
deprived country”?
1. First
2. Second
3. Third
4. Fourth
5. Fifth
According to Expedia Vacation Deprivation Report
2017, India is the fifth most vacation deprived
country. This report has been compiled on basis of
an online survey conducted by Northstar Research
Partners on behalf of Expedia, an international
in
travel company. In the survey, 60 per cent Indian
respondents admitted of being vacation deprived
due to heavy work schedule.Around 55 percent
Indians take fewer days of the vacation days than
they are entitled to. Norway has emerged as the
least
st vacation deprived country as only 38 percent
respondents admitted of being vacation deprived.
10.Which
Which country signs loan agreement with North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation Limited
(NEEPCO) for ‘Pare Hydro Electric Plant’?
1. Japan
2. Norway
3.Germany
4. Sweden
5. South Africa
German Development Bank (KfW) and North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd. (NEEPCO)
signed a loan agreement for additional funding of
20 million Euro for Pare Hydro Electric Plant (Pare
HEP).This 20 million Euro will be utilized for
continuing the construction and to implement
commissioning of Pare Hydro Electric Plant (Pare
HEP). Already in 2008, Germany had contributed
80 million Euro to Pare HEP. For compliance with
environmental
and
social
standards
and
development of early flood warning system,
German government provides 0.5 Million Euro to
NEEPCO. Pare HEP is developed by NEEPCO in
the Papumpare District of Arunachal Pradesh. Its
capacity is 110 megawatts. The project will
generate electricity from Dikrong River.
11.Who
Who replaces Shah Rukh Khan as India’s Most
Valuable Celebrity Brand?
1. MS Dhoni
2. Virat Kohli
3. PV Sindhu
4. Sachin Tendulkar
5. Priyanka Chopra
Cricketer Virat Kohli has replaced actor Shah Rukh
Khan as India’s top-ranking
ranking celebrity brand. The
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‘Risee of the Millennials: India’s Most Valuable
Celebrity Brands’ report for 2017 was published by
Duff & Phelps. It has stated that Virat Kohli is the
top scorer in the list with brand value of $144
million. He is followed by actors Shah Rukh,
Deepika Padukone,
e, Akshay Kumar and Ranveer
Singh. The report highlights trends in brand
endorsements, like celebrities endorsing tourism
campaigns, sports tournaments, and launching their
own line of merchandise.
12.Which
Which country has scored the top spot in Forbes’
rankings
ngs of best countries in the world for business
in 2018 for the first time?
1. China
2. USA
3. United Kingdom
4. Germany 5. Australia
The United Kingdom has scored the top spot in
Forbes’ rankings of best countries in the world for
business in 2018 for the first time. United Kingdom
occupied fifth position in this list, last year. United
Kingdom is followed by New Zealand and the
Netherlands. India has been ranked 62nd on the list.
The Forbes’ rankings of best countries in the world
for business in 2018 has ranked 153 countries on 15
factors like property rights, innovation, taxes,
technology, corruption, freedom, red tape and
investor protection.
13.Who
Who received Sahitya Akademi award for 2017?
1. Mamang Dai
2. Ramesh Kuntal Megh
3. Richardson Metha 4. 1&2
5. 2&3
Authors Mamang Dai and Ramesh Kuntal Megh
were announced Sahitya Akademi award winners
for 2017. The Sahitya Akademi has announced its
annual Sahitya Akademi Awards 2017 in 24
languages.Mamang Dai has been awarded Sahitya
Akademi award for his novel,
l, The Black Hill, in
English. Ramesh Kuntal Megh has been awarded
for his literary criticism Vishw Mithak Sarit Sagar,
in Hindi. The award consists of a copper-plaque,
copper
a
shawl and a cheque of Rs 1 lakh. The awards will
be handed over at a function on February
uary 12, 2018.
14.Who
Who assumed office as the acting Chairperson of
the National Green Tribunal (NGT)?
1. M. Sasidharan Nambiar 2. Jawad Rahim
3. Umesh Dattatraya Salvi
4. Raghuvendra Singh Rathore
5. Sonam PhintsoWangdi
Justice Umesh Dattatraya Salvi assumed
assum office as
the acting Chairperson of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT). Justice Salvi has replaced Justice
Swatanter Kumar, who retired recently. Justice
Salvi will serve as chairperson until a new
chairperson is appointed or till his superannuation,

whichever
chever is earlier. He will retire on February 13,
2018. Justice Salvi become an advocate in 1977. In
August 1993, he was appointed City Civil and
Additional Sessions Judge, Mumbai. He was
promoted as judge at the Bombay High Court in
2009. In 2013, he was appointed a Judicial Member
of the NGT.
15.Who
Who was appointed the director of National
AIDS Research Institute (NARI), Pune?
1 .S.S. Garbayal
2. Dr Samiran Panda
3. Dr. Nagin Nanda 4. Lokeshwar Singh Panta
5 .Dalip Singh
Dr Samiran Panda was appointed as director
d
of
National AIDS Research Institute (NARI), Pune.Dr
Samiran Panda replaces Dr R RGangakhedkar, as
the full time director of NRAI. Dr Samiran Panda
was earlier the deputy director at the National
Institute of Cholera and Enteric Diseases (Kolkata).
In 1990s he was with the Indian Council of Medical
Research. He played an important role in
HIV/AIDS documenting in northeastern states,
mainly Manipur, Nagaland and Mizoram.
Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) ‘Sujay’ was
16.Indian
commissioned in which Indian coastal
coast state?
1. Goa
2. Odisha
3. Gujarat
4. Maharashtra
5. Bihar
Director General of Indian Coast Guard, Rajendra
Singh commissioned Indian Coast Guard Ship
(ICGS) ‘Sujay’ in Goa. In Hindi, ‘Sujay’ mean
‘Great Victory’. ICGS ‘Sujay’ is an Offshore Patrol
Vessel
essel (OPV) that has been designed and built
indigenously by Goa Shipyard Ltd. 105-meter
105
long
ICGS ‘Sujay’ is equipped with 30mm CRN 91
Naval Gun, Integrated Machinery Control System
(IMCS), Integrated Bridge System (IBS) and statestate
of-the-art
art Power Management
Managem
System (PMS).It can
carry one twin engine Light Helicopter and five
high speed boats. Initially, the ship will be deployed
for exclusive economic zone (EEZ) surveillance. It
can also be used for search/rescue operations as
well as in operations to contain
cont oil spill at sea.
17.Which
Which state government has launched PUDAPUDA
UCIC app to check unauthorised construction and a
new web portal of the housing department for
online issue of change of land use?
1. Nagaland
2. Tripura
3 .Uttarkhand
4. Haryana
5. Punjab
Punja
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh launched
PUDA-UCIC
UCIC app to check unauthorised
construction and a new web portal of the housing
department for online issue of change of land
use.The PUDA-UCIC
UCIC app will facilitate swift
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action to stop illegal construction.
ion. The PUDAPUDA
UCIC app is based on Android platform. PUDAPUDA
UCIC (Unauthorised constructions and illegal
colonies) has been opened for public use in Greater
Mohali
Area
Development
Authority
(GMADA)region. Field staff and public can take
pictures of any unauthorised
thorised construction and
upload them on the app for necessary action.
Through the new web portal, developer can get a
change of land use online, without having to visit
the office
What is the common name of “Odorrana
18.What
arunachalensis”?
1. Snake
2. Crab
3. Frog
4. Chameleon 5. Lizard
Scientists have discovered a new frog species
“Odorrana arunachalensis” in Lower Subansiri
district of Arunachal Pradesh. The Odorrana
arunachalensis species was discovered in Talle
Valley Wildlife Sanctuary (WLS), Arunachal
Pradesh. It has has been named as Odorrana
arunachalensis, after Arunachal Pradesh. The
discovery has been published in the Journal of
Biosciences, a science journal of Rajiv Gandhi
University. Odorrana arunachalensis species is seen
only during the wet season,
eason, from April to
September. Odorrana (odorous frog) is a genus of
true frogs (Ranidae). This new frog species is
medium sized.The discovery was made by a team of
scientists from the Zoological Survey of India.
Bhaskar Saikia, Bikramjit Sinha and Ilona Jacinta
Kharkongor led the research team.
Which port of Andhra Pradesh will host the 9th
19.Which
edition of International Youth Sailing Competition
of India?
1. Kakinada Port
2.Gangavaram Port
3. Bandar Port
4. Krishnapatnam Port
5. Vishakapatnam Port
The 9th edition of International Youth Sailing
Competition of India is held in Krishnapatnam Port
in Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, from December 27th to
December 31st 2017.This is the largest sailing
competition in India. It is organised by the
Navayuga Sailing Academy,
y, Tamil Nadu Sailing
Association (TNSA) and Yachting Association of
Andhra Pradesh (YAAP) under the control of the
Yachting Association of India (YAI) and the Asian
Sailing Federation (ASAF). From 21st December to
25th December 2017 YAI Senior and Youth
National
ational Championships is held in the
Krishnapatnam Port. International race officer Mr.
IlkerByandir, Turkey is the Principal Race Officer
for this event. He is assisted by TNSA member and

RYA race officer Mylai Prabhakar. International
Judge Mr. Chris Watts,
ts, UK is the chairperson of the
jury.
20.Which
Which city was announced as the host city of the
2022 Commonwealth Games by Commonwealth
Games Federation?
1.Tokya
2. Berlin
3. Washington
4. Bern
5. Birmingham
Louise Martin, president of the Commonwealth
Games Federation announced Birmingham as host
city of the 2022 Commonwealth Games. The
Common Wealth Games is to be hosted in England
for the first time since Manchester hosted the
Games in 2002. The expenses of the Common
Wealth Games is expected to be around £750m.
£
The
government would cover £560m. The local council
would contribute around £180m. The 2018
Common Wealth Games will take place in
Australia’s Gold Coast from 4-15
4
April 2018.
21.With an aim to take Indian foreign policy and its
global engagements too students in small towns and
cities across India, what is the Scheme introduced
by the Government?
1. Global MEA Engagement Programme
2. Students and MEA Engagement Scheme
3. Foreign Policy and MEA Engagement
Programme
4. Students and MEA Engagement Programme
Progr
5. MEA Engagement Programme
Union Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) has
launched Students and MEA Engagement
Programme (SAMEEP), which aims to take Indian
foreign policy and its global engagements to
students in small towns and cities across India.
MEA
EA has asked all its officers, under-secretary
under
and
above to visit university/college/school attended by
them whenever they are on leave or are visiting
their hometown. On these visits, officers would
interact with students and make them aware about
the functions
ctions of MEA. The students will get
information about how India engages with other
countries of the world, what are key features of its
foreign policy and how diplomacy is actually
conducted. The objective behind this programme is
not only to familiarise students about India’s
foreign policy and functions of MEA but also to
inspire them for considering diplomacy as a career
option.
22.In a bid to curb and trace black money stashed
abroad, India Government has signed an agreement
with which country to allow
allo automatic sharing of
tax- related information?
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1. Japan
2. India
3. USA
4. Australia 5. Switzerland
In a bid to curb and trace black money stashed
abroad, India Government has signed an agreement
with Switzerland to allow automatic sharing of taxtax
relatedd information. This agreement was signed on
December 21, 2017 and will be effective from
January 1, 2018. It was signed by Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) Chairman, Sushil Chandra
and Swiss Ambassador to India Andreas Baum.
Under this agreement, from 2018, India and
Switzerland would start collecting data in line with
global standards and will exchange it from 2019
onwards.

Secretaries of Department of Public Enterprises and
Department of Financial Services and Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC) secretary will be the
members of this committee.This committee will
also examine complaints against workmen directors,
chartered
accountant
directors
(excluding
government nominee directors, shareholder
shar
directors, RBI nominee directors) and officers’
directors of public sector banks. After initial
examination, if the complaint is found to be valid,
the committee would recommend further
investigation/course of action. Complaints which do
not hold any
ny substance will be closed by the
committee.

23.Totally, how many amendments are made to the
Requisitioning and Acquisition of Immovable
Property Act?
1. 11 2. 12 3. 13 4. 14 5. 15
Lok
Sabha
passed
Immovable
Property
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks to amend
regulations pertaining to compensation payable for
acquisition of immovable property by the Centre for
defence and security purposes. The bill was moved
by Minister of State (Independent Charge) for
Housing and Urban Affairs, Hardeep Singh Puri.
This is the 12th amendment to the Requisitioning
and Acquisition of Immovable Property Act and
contains a provision to allow Central Government
to re-issue
issue the notice of acquisition, so
s as to ensure
that the property’s owner gets an opportunity to be
heard. Those individuals whose land is acquired by
the centre will be able to get justice through this
amendment.

25.Which city will host the 7th India International
Coffee Festival (IICF) from 16 to 19 January, 2018,
at Hotel Lalit Ashok?
1. Mysore
2. Mumbai
3. Bengaluru
4. Kolkata
5. Delhi
The 7th India International Coffee
Co
Festival (IICF)
will be hosted by Bengaluru from 16 to 19 January,
2018, at Hotel Lalit Ashok. The India International
Coffee Festival (IICF) is organised by India Coffee
Trust and Coffee Board of India. This festival will
promote coffee tourism in Karnataka.
Ka
Around 500
international delegates would participate in this
festival. The festival will include seven skill
building workshops in roasting, brewing and postpost
harvest technologies. It will conduct an expo, in
which latest coffee-related
related technologies
technologie will be
exhibited by more than 60 companies. Also, a
startup pavilion and golf championship will be
arranged as part of this festival.

24.Central Government has formed a committee to
examine complaints filed against
gainst Chairman and
Managing Directors (CMDs), chief executives,
directors of public sector enterprises, public sector
banks, insurance companies and financial
institutions. This committee will be chaired by
whom?
1. President
2. Speaker of Legislative Council
3. Speaker of Legislative Assembly
4. Prime Minister
5. Secretary (Coordination) in the Cabinet
Secretariat
Central Government has formed a committee to
examine complaints filed against Chairman and
Managing Directors (CMDs), chief executives,
directors
rs of public sector enterprises, public sector
banks, insurance companies and financial
institutions. This committee will be chaired by the
Secretary (Coordination) in the Cabinet Secretariat.

26.What is the fund value, Indian Government has
given for the development assistance for Rakhine
State of Myanmar?
1. $20 million 2. $25 million 3. $30 million
4. $35 million 5. $50 million
India has announced a grant of $25 million as
development assistance for Rakhine State of
Myanmar. India’s External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Raveesh Kumar mentioned the
amount will
ll be spent over a period of five years.
This development assistance would be utilized to
restore normalcy in the Rakhine state. Thousands of
Rohingya Muslims recently fled from Rakhine state
after facing violence targeted on them.
27.Which country has announced
an
that, it would set
up a Centre of Excellence in Information
Technology (CEIT) at Al Azhar University, Egypt?
1. China
2. Russia
3. Japan
4. Australia 5. India
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India has announced that, it would set up a Centre
of Excellence in Information Technology
Technolog (CEIT) at
Al Azhar University, Egypt. India’s Ambassador to
Egypt, Sanjay Bhattacharyya, said that, the
equipment and course material for CEIT have
reached Egypt. Also, the premises are under
construction. The CEIT would provide high-tech
high
education and skills
kills to the youngsters of Egypt.
Sanjay Bhattacharya visited the Al-Azhar
Al
Observatory recently.
28.According to the latest report released by JLL
India (a real estate services firm), which state of
India holds a place in top 10 most expensive
premium office
ice location in the world?
1. Gujarat
2. Delhi
3. Odisha
4. Maharashtra
5. Punjab
According to a latest report released by JLL India (a
real estate services firm), Delhi is the 7th most
expensive premium office location in the world.
Mumbai (16th rank) iss another Indian city to feature
in this list. Interestingly, rent of premium office
location in Delhi is much higher than San Francisco
and Dubai. As per the report, Kuala Lumpur,
Manila and Bangkok are the top three most
affordable premium office locations
ns in the world.
The report has outlined that many of world’s most
expensive premium office spaces are located in
Asia-Pacific
Pacific region. Average annual rent in this
region is $111 per square foot which is almost 30
percent more than the America’s ($85 per square
sq
foot per year).
29.International Monetary Fund (IMF) along with
which International Bank released the Financial
System Stability Assessment (FSSA) and Financial
Sector Assessment (FSA)?
1. Asian Development Bank (ADB)
2. Bank of International Settlements
ents (BIS)
3. European Investmental Bank (EIB)
4. World Bank (WB)
5. African Developmental Bank (ADB)
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World
Bank (WB) released the Financial System Stability
Assessment (FSSA) and Financial Sector
Assessment
(FSA)
respectively.
ectively.
Second
comprehensive Financial Sector Assessment
Program (FSAP) for India too has been conducted
during 2017. FSAP is a joint program undertaken
by International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank (WB) to comprehensively assess and
conduct in-depth
depth analysis of a country’s financial
sector. WB is only involved in conducting FSAP of
developing countries and region. FSAP has been
conducted since September 2010 in 29 countries

(including India) at interval of every five years. Last
FSAP for India was conducted in 2011-12.
2011
30.In a bid to boost inflows of foreign funds in
India, Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) has raised the investment limit for foreign
portfolio investors (FPI) in central government
securities to over Rs ______ crore?
1. Rs. 151000 Crore 2. Rs. 161000 Crore
3. Rs. 171000 Crore 4. Rs. 181000 Crore
5. Rs. 191000 Crore
In a bid to boost inflows of foreign funds in India,
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)has
raised the investment limit for foreign portfolio
investors
estors (FPI) in central government securities to
over Rs 191000 crore. This new limit will come into
effect from January 1, 2018. Current investment
limit for FPIs in central government securities is Rs
189700 crore. Besides, for sovereign wealth funds,
multilateral
ltilateral financial agencies, foreign insurance
funds, pension funds and foreign central banks,
which are categorised as long-term
long
FPIs, the
investment limit in central government bonds has
been raised to Rs 65100 crore from the existing Rs
60300 crore. Investment
nvestment limit in state development
loans (SDL) has also been raised to Rs 31500 crore
and Rs 13600 crore for FPIs and long-term
long
FPIs
respectively.
31.According to Brand Trust Report, India Study
2017 has ranked which company’s product as
India’s most trusted
usted Fast Moving Consumer Goods
(FMCG) brand?
1. Lotus
2. Lakme
3. Patanjali
4. Godrej
5. Aachi
Brand Trust Report, India Study 2017 has ranked
Patanjali as India’s most trusted Fast Moving
Consumer Goods (FMCG) brand. Patanjali has also
been named the most
st attractive brand. The study
was conducted on 11,000 brands in 16 cities of
India. Patanjali Ayurved Limited was started in
2006. Its founders are Ramdev and Acharya
Balkrishna.
32.Name the Indian information technology firm,
which has been awarded a USD
US
2.25-billion
outsourcing contract from UK-based
UK
Nielsen
Holdings PLC?
1. TCS
2. CTS
3. Infosys
4. Capgemini 5. Verizon
Indian information technology firm, Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS) has been awarded a
USD 2.25-billion
billion outsourcing contract from UKUK
based Nielsen Holdings PLC. Nielsen is a
multinational information & measurement company
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which provides market research trends and insights
about what people watch, listen and buy. This
contract is the renewal of TCS’ existing contract
with Nielsen. TCS andd Nielsen had entered into a
10-year
year agreement in 2008 for USD 1.2 billion.
This collaboration was expanded to USD 2.5 billion
in 2013. Under this contract, Nielsen will purchase
services relating to IT, Business Process
Outsourcing (BPO), client service knowledge
k
process outsourcing (KPO), management sciences,
analytics and financial planning from TCS.
33.Name the Actor who has been ranked number
one on the sixth Forbes India Celebrity 100 List?
1. Virat Kohli
2. Amir Khan 3. Godrej
4. Salman Khan
5. Ambani
Actor Salman Khan has been ranked number one on
the sixth Forbes India Celebrity 100 List. Salman
Khan was followed by Shah Rukh Khan and Virat
Kohli in the 2nd and 3rd positions respectively.
Actor Priyanka Chopra is the only female celebrity
to make the top 10 list. The 2017 Forbes India
Celebrity 100 List takes into account entertainmententertainment
related earnings of celebrities. The period
considered was October 1, 2016 to September 30,
2017. Salman Khan has topped this list for the
second consecutive year. Hee has earned Rs. 232.83
crore in total for the period considered.
34.Which city Police Force received the 2017
NASSCOM-DSCI
DSCI excellence award?
1. Mumbai
2. Chennai
3. Pune
4. Kolkata
5. Patna
The 2017 NASSCOM-DSCI
DSCI excellence award has
been awarded to the cyber
yber section of Kolkata
Police. The cyber section of Kolkata Police was
awarded the NASSCOM-DSCI
DSCI excellence award at
an All India Security Seminar held recently in
Gurgaon. Cyber units from various state police
forces all over India participated in the All India
Security Seminar.
35.Who was appointed the Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of the Northern Coalfields
Limited?
1. Amarnath PV
2. Prabhat Kumar Sinha
3. Suraphy Singal
4. Agarwal S
5. Paneerselvam
Prabhat Kumar Sinha was appointed as the
Chairman
an and Managing Director (CMD) of the
Northern Coalfields Limited. Prabhat Kumar Sinha
has been appointed as the Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) of the Northern Coalfields Limited
till 31 December, 2021, the date of his
superannuation. The order of hiss appointment was

issued by the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT). At present, Prabhat Kumar Sinha is the
Director (Technical) of the South Eastern Coalfields
Limited.
36.Who has been appointed as the next Ambassador
of India to the Republic of Peru?
1. Sushma Nehal
2. Vishwanath Reddy
3. Karthik Mohan
4. Subbarayudu
5. Das Johnson
Subbarayudu has been appointed as the next
Ambassador of India to the Republic of Peru. M.
Subbarayudu is an Indian Foreign Service Officer
(IFS) of 1994 batch. He is presently Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of External Affairs. He has been
appointed as the next Ambassador of India to the
Republic of Peru. He would soon take charge as
Ambassador to the Republic of Peru.
37.Who has taken charge as Director General of
National
ational Cadet Corps (NCC)?
1. V R Jyothsna
2. H Swaminathan
3. R Agarwal
4. R Mohan Roy
5. B S Sahrawat
Lieutenant General B S Sahrawat has taken charge
as Director General of National Cadet Corps
(NCC). Lieutenant General B S Sahrawat is an
alumnus of thee National Defence Academy,
Khadakwasla and Indian Military Academy,
Dehradun. He has a Masters degree in Management
Studies from Osmania University, Hyderabad and
M Phil from Madras University. He has completed
his PhD in ‘Human Capital Management in Army’.
Army
He also bags a Sena Medal.
38.Which online Advertising company has acquired
HDFC’s digital, realty units in all stock deal?
1. Olx
2. Quikr
3. Snapdeal
4. CommonFloor
5. Flipkart
Housing Development Financial Corporation
(HDFC) has sold its realty brokerage
br
business
‘HDFC Realty’ and its digital real estate business
‘HDFC Red’ (owned by HDFC Developers) to
online advertisements platform Quikr. Combined
value of both these businesses of HDFC is being
estimated to be about Rs 357 crore. In return,
HDFC will get 3.5% stake in Quikr. Including this
acquisition, Quikr’s valuation has soared to $1.6
billion. In past couple of years, Quikr has been on
an acquisition spree in the real estate business. In
2015, it bought real estate platform Common Floor
for about $120 million.
39.Which Indian Cricketer has been selected to the
ICC women’s T20 team?
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1. Harmanpreet Kaur
2. Ekta Bisht
3. Mithali Raj
4. Stafanie Taylor
5. Steffy Richard
Indian women cricketers Ekta Bisht, Mithali Raj
and Harmanpreet Kaur have been
een selected to the
ICC Women’s team of the year. Ekta Bisht, left-arm
left
spinner, has been selected to both the ICC women’s
One-Day
Day International (ODI) and Twenty20 teams
of the year. Mithali Raj, batter, has been selected to
the ICC women’s T20 team. Harmanpreet
Harman
Kaur has
been selected to the ICC women’s ODI team.
England’s Heather Knight has been appointed as
captain of the 50-over
over team. Stafanie Taylor of
West Indies has been appointed as captain of the
20-over team.
40.Which Indian State will host the 2018
201 Hockey
World Cup?
1. Uttar Pradesh
2. Telangana 3. Karnataka
4. Kerala
5. Odisha
India’s Raghu Prasad and Javed Shaikh were
selected in the panel of umpires for 2018 Hockey
World Cup to be held in Bhubaneswar, from
November 28 to December 16, 2018. The
International
Hockey
Federation
(FIH)has
announced that 25 officials from 19 countries from
all 5 continents will officiate the 2018 Hockey
World Cup. Francisco Vazquez of Spain, Martin
Madden of Scotland and Simon Taylor of New
Zealand have been appointed as Golden Whistle
umpires of 2018 Hockey World Cup. Philip
Schellekens of Netherlands and Minka Woolley of
Australia have been appointed as umpire managers.
41.To which Profession Jatileswar Mukhopadhyay
belongs to?
1. Dancing
2. Athlete
3. Singer
4. Researcher 5. Writer
Bengali singer Jatileswar Mukhopadhyay died due
to long term illness, in Kolkata. Jatileswar
Mukhopadhyay was 82 years old. He is survived by
his wife, son and daughter. He died due to multiple
organ failure. He was awarded the Sangeet Samman
Sa
award in 2012. He had a great place in Bengali
music in the 70s-80s.
80s. Some of his popular works are
E kon sakal, Tomar Sange Dekha Na Hole, Aamar
Swapan Kinte Paare and Bondhuya Amar Chokhe
Jal Enechhe.
42.On What date, the National Mathematics Day
was celebrated all over India?
2. December 23
1. December 22
3. December 24
4. December 25
5. December 26

On 22nd December 2017, National Mathematics
Day was celebrated all over India. National
Mathematics Day is celebrated in memory of
mathematician Srinivasa
sa Ramanujan’s birth
anniversary on 22 December. In 2012, Dr
Manmohan Singh, Ex-Prime
Prime Minister of India,
declared 22 December as National Mathematics
Day. Also, 2012 was celebrated as the National
Mathematics Year. On this day, various educational
events are
re conducted in schools and colleges all
over India.
Which state hosted Ganga Gram Swachhta
43.Which
Sammelan?
1. New Delhi
2. Odisha
3. Maharashtra
4. Telangana
5. Karnataka
Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation
held ‘Ganga Gram Swachhta Sammelan’ in New
Delhi to formally launch the ‘Ganga Gram Project’
under the Namami Gange Programm. Ganga Gram
Swachhta Sammelan was a multi-stakeholder
multi
meet
attended by about 1200 delegates including 500
village sarpanches from Ganga States. The meet
was presided over
ver by Union Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation, Uma Bharati. Union Minister
for Water Resources, Ganga Rejuvenation and
River Development, Nitin Gadkari was the chief
guest while Minister for Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Narendra Singh was the Guest of
Honour. Ganga Swachhata Manch, created for
awareness creation, learning and advocacy and
knowledge sharing for the Ganga Gram Project was
also launched during this meet.
In which state, the National Disaster
44.In
Management Authority (NDMA) conducted
co
a Statelevel mock exercise on earthquake?
1. Jammu Kashmir 2. Bihar
3. Punjab
4. Haryana
5. Maharashtra
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
conducted a State-level
level mock exercise on
earthquake in Haryana. NDMA conducted this
exercise in collaboration with the Haryana State
Disaster
Management
Authority
(SDMA).
Objective behind conducting this exercise was to
assess Haryana State administration’s preparedness
and evaluating the response mechanism in a disaster
situation. The exercise was carried
c
out as a response
to simulated earthquake measuring 6.8 on the
Richter Scale, having epicentre at West of
Gurugram along the Jaipur Ridge and the Sohna
Fault line. It is to be noted that Haryana is
vulnerable to huge damage due to earthquake owing
too its proximity with Himalayan foothills, which
itself is an earthquake prone area.
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45.In
In which India city, Mystic Kalinga, the
international poetry festival was celebrated?
1. Mumbai
2. Agartala
3. Bhubaneshwar
4. Chennai
5. Pune
Mystic Kalinga, the international
national poetry festival,
started in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Mystic Kalinga is
a two day international poetry festival. The central
theme for this year’s festival is: “Aseema” –
Transcending Boundaries. It was inaugurated by
Sadhguru Jaggi Vasdev. Poetry sessions
sess
in Odia,
Bengali, Hindi, Urdu and English, etc. were
conducted. Local folk artists also performed in the
festival. Mystic Kalinga is an extension of Kalinga
Literary Festival (KLF). The Kalinga Literary
Festival is organized every year in the month June
Ju
by Odisha Media info Service (OMIS) Private Ltd
and Odisha Diary Foundation (ODF).
46.Which
Which state government announced 1 %
reservation within the 50 percent legal limit, for
Gujjar, Banjara, Gadia-Lohar,
Lohar, Rebari and Gadaria?
1. Himachal Pradesh
2. Rajasthan
Raja
3. Arunachal Pradesh
4. Tripura
5. Nagaland
The Rajasthan government announced 1 %
reservation within the 50 percent legal limit, for
Gujjars and four other communities, still retaining
their Other Backward Classes (OBC) status. The
five communities that have been declared eligible
for this reservation are: Gujjar, Banjara, GadiaGadia
Lohar, Rebari and Gadaria. These five communities
were listed in the Other Backward Classes (OBC)
category in 1994. This new quota is in addition to
the reservation given under
der OBC category. The
additional quota is given in the ‘More Backward
Classes’ category. Now these communities can
obtain reservation in educational institutions and job
opportunities using this quota.
Through which voting method, Uttar Pradesh
47.Through
assemblyy passed the UP Excise (Amendment) Bill
2017, to award death penalty and life imprisonment
for spurious liquor dealers?
1. By Distribution Of Slips
2. Physical Count Of Members
3. Casting Vote 4. Secret Ballot 5. Voice Vote
Uttar Pradesh assembly passed
sed the UP Excise
(Amendment) Bill 2017, to award death penalty and
life imprisonment for spurious liquor dealers. The
bill was introduced by Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Suresh Khanna. The bill was passed by
voice vote. The bill enforces death penalty, life
sentence and fine ranging from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10
lakh in case of death due to consumption of
spurious liquor(ethyl alcohol containing traces of

methyl alcohol). It also provides imprisonment for 6
to 10 years and fine of Rs 3 to Rs 5 lakh in case of
disability caused due to consumption of spurious
liquor.
48.Which
Which state Government has recorded the
highest death count in India due to Acute
Respiratory Infections (ARI) in 2016?
1. Maharashtra
2. Goa
3. Odisha
4. Uttar Pradesh
5. Madhya Pradesh
Government
ment data states that, Uttar Pradesh has
recorded the highest death count in India due to
Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI) in 2016. Uttar
Pradesh has recorded 822 deaths in total in 2016
due to Acute Respiratory Infections (ARI). It has
become the state with highest number of deaths due
respiratory ailments in India in 2016. It is followed
by West Bengal in the 2nd position with 635 deaths.
The 3rd position is occupied by Delhi with at least
207 deaths in 2016.
49.The
The Parsi cultural festival, Iranshah Udvada
Ud
Utsav was inaugurated in which state?
1. Odisha
2. Punjab
3. Haryana
4. Gujarat
5. Uttarkhand
The second edition of the Iranshah Udvada Utsav, a
Parsi cultural festival started in Gujarat. The
Iranshah Udvada Utsav is a three day festival. More
than 2,000
,000 Parsis are taking part in this festival.
This festival was coined by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2014 to coincide with the Vibrant
Gujarat Global Summit. Highlights of the festival
are screening of the ‘Jiyo Parsi’ film, discussion on
the relevancee of Zoroastrianism in modern times,
etc.
50.United
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
passed a resolution rejecting the which city as
Israel’s capital?
3. Jerusalem
1. Haifa
2. Ashdod
4. Nazareth 5. Hadera
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) passed
a resolution
olution rejecting the American recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 128 UN member
countries (including India) voted in favour of the
resolution, nine countries voted against it and thirtythirty
five countries abstained from voting. Israel, United
States,, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Togo,
Palau, Honduras and Guatemala voted against this
resolution while 35 countries including Australia,
Canada, Mexico and Poland abstained from voting.
However, this vote was just symbolic in nature and
is not legally
lly binding. Earlier on December 18,
2017, U.N. Security Council failed to adopt a
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similar resolution as U.S. exercised its veto power
against it.
51.Which
Which country has been selected as Chair for the
Ad Hoc Committee on Review & Reforms
(AHCRR) to reform the
he Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme (KPCS)?
1. Canada
2. India
3. Australia
4. Argentina 5. Sweden
India has been selected as Chair for the Ad Hoc
Committee on Review & Reforms (AHCRR) to
reform the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
(KPCS).India’s
’s selection was announced at
Kimberley process (KP) Plenary Session held in
Brisbane, Australia from 9th – 14th December,
2017. From the Indian side, a delegation led by
Joint Secretary, Department of Commerce,
comprising
Government
officials
and
representatives
tatives of Gem & Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC) attended this session.
In the last KP plenary session held in Dubai in
November, 2016, India was appointed as the
Kimberly Process (KP) Vice Chair for 2018 &
Chair for 2019. European Union (EU) will
wi be the
KP Chair for 2018.
52.To
To which Domestic Airline, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has granted
scheduled commuter operator (SCO) permit?
1. Kingfisher
2. JetLite
3. Air Deccan
4. GoAir
5. SpiceJet
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
iation (DGCA) has
granted scheduled commuter operator (SCO) permit
to Air Deccan. This permit will now enable Air
Deccan to operate flights under the regional air
connectivity scheme, ‘UDAN’. Union Civil
Aviation Ministry had launched Ude Desh Ka Aam
Nagrikk (UDAN) scheme in October 2016. Objective
of UDAN scheme is to make flying, a reality for
common people residing in Tier-II
II and Tier-III
Tier
towns. Air Deccan has been awarded 34 routes in
the first round of bidding under UNDAN scheme.
53.In a bid to attract domestic and foreign
investment for highway projects across India,
National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has
created a cell called _______?
1. National Highways Investment Cell
2. National Highways Poll Promotion Cell
3. National Highways Investment Promotion Cell
4. N-H Investment Promotion Cell
5. National Highways Project Promotion Cell
In a bid to attract domestic and foreign investment
for highways projects across India, National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has created a

National Highways Investment Promotion Cell
(NHIPC). NHIPC will reach out to global institution
investors, infrastructure developers, construction
companies and fund managers for seeking investor
participation in road infrastructure projects across
India. Role of NHIPC will
wil be crucial in achieving
Indian Government’s target of constructing 35000
km of national highways in the next five years
under Bharatmala project. Bharatmala project,
undertaken by Union Ministry of Transport and
Highways, entails an investment of Rs 535000
5350
crore.
57.Which
Which State Road Transport Corporation
(TSRTC) has been awarded SKOCH Awards for
the year 2017 for its services?
1. Andhra Pradesh
2. Karnataka 3. Telangana
4. Kerala
5. Sikkim
Two initiatives of Telangana State Road Transport
Corporation (TSRTC)
SRTC) have been awarded SKOCH
Awards for the year 2017. TSRTC got one award
for ‘Vajra Services’, an intercity travel facility
between Hyderabad and four cities of Nizamabad,
Warangal, Karimnagar and Godhavari Khani. Other
award was given to honour TSRTC’s initiative for
providing employment to the children of medically
unfit employees.
58.Who
Who was appointed as the next Secretary
General of Amnesty International?
1. Salil Shetty
2. Peter Benenson
3. Antonio Oliveira 4. Eric Baker
5. Kumi Naidoo
Kumi Naidoo,, a human rights activist from South
Africa has been appointed as the next Secretary
General of Amnesty International. Kumi Naidoo
will assume charge in August 2018. He will take
over charge as Secretary General of Amnesty
International from Indian activist
activis Salil Shetty.
Indian-origin
origin Kumi Naidoo was born in Durban,
South Africa. He is the former International
Executive Director of Greenpeace. He has also
served as Secretary General and CEO of CIVICUS,
the World Alliance for Citizen Participation.
Amnesty International
nternational is a non-governmental
non
organization working for human rights. It has
offices in 70 countries and has over 7 million
supporters around the world.
59.Who
Who was appointed the new Executive Director
of United Nations Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF)?
1. David Aster
2. Louis Bloom
3. Ashton Jones
4. Henrietta Fore
5. Luis Taruc
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United Nations (UN) Secretary-General,
General, Antonio
Guterres has appointed Henrietta Fore, a former
head of the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) as the new Executive
Director
tor of United Nations Childrens’ Fund
(UNICEF). Henrietta Fore was the first woman to
be appointed Administrator of the US Agency for
International Development. She held this position
from 2006-2009.
2009. Currently, she is the CEO of
Holsman International, a manufacturing
nufacturing and
investment company. She will assume charge as
seventh Executive Director of UNICEF on January
1, 2018. Current Executive Director of UNICEF is
Anthony Lake. UNICEF is a member of the United
Nations Development Group and works for
providing humanitarian
and
developmental
assistance to children and mothers in developing
countries.
60.Who
Who was appointed the new General Manager of
BCCI’s Cricket Operations?
1. Antonio Amit
2. Nelson Thoms
3. Martin Ennals
4. John Cleese
5. Saba Karim
The Board off Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
appointed former India wicketkeeper-batsman
wicketkeeper
Saba
Karim as the new General Manager (GM) of its
Cricket Operations. Saba Karim will take charge as
General Manager (GM) of BCCI Cricket Operations
from January 1, 2018. He will report to BCCI CEO
Rahul Johri. His responsibilities are giving strategic
direction to the cricket department, implementing
the operational plans, budgeting, determining and
monitoring the compliance of match playing
regulations, standards of venues, administration of
Domestic Program.
61.Name
Name the Airtel Payments Bank Managing
Director and CEO, who resigned from his position
after Bharti Airtel’s eKYC licence suspension by
Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)?
1. Hoffman Franc
2. Irene Khan
3. Shashi Arora
4. Gautam Joan
5. Martin Bright
Airtel Payments Bank Managing Director and CEO
Shashi Arora has resigned from his position after
Bharti Airtel’s eKYC licence suspension by Unique
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI). Shashi
Arora has been working with Airtel in key roles
since 2006. He was appointed MD and CEO of
Airtel Payments Bank in 2016. After allegations on
Airtel Payments Bank that it was opening payments
bank accounts without the permission of users,
UIDAI suspended Bharti Airtel’s
tel’s eKYC licence.

Shashi Arora has resigned from his position shortly
after this issue.
62.Who
Who was appointed the Ambassador for EPL
(English Premier League) in India?
1. Ranveer Singh
2. Christopher Litchens
3. Melanie Phillips 4. Denin Shane
5. Carlos Lascano
Actor Ranveer Singh was appointed as Ambassador
for EPL (English Premier League) in India. Ranveer
Singh will help to promote the EPL (English
Premier League) League both in India and other
countries. As an ambassador, he will support the
English Premier
remier League’s community initiatives in
India, promote fan events etc. This partnership will
also improve the relationship between EPL (English
Premier League) and Indian Super League (ISL).
63.Who
Who was appointed the chairperson of
University Grants Commission
Commi
(UGC)?
1. Hans Zimmer
2. Dhirendra Pal Singh
3. Michael Brown
4. Swaminathan M S
5. Partheev Dev
Professor Dhirendra Pal Singh, director, National
Assessment and Accreditation Council was
appointed chairperson of University Grants
Commission (UGC). Professor
rofessor Dhirendra Pal Singh
has been appointed as UGC chairman for a period
of five years. He has been serving as director of
NAAC (National Assessment and Accreditation
Council) since August 2015. He has 34 years of
professional experience in various fields
fie
of
education such as planning and administration,
institution building, teaching and training, research
and development, international cooperation, etc. He
has served as vice-chancellor
chancellor of Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi, Dr Hari Singh Gour
University,
ty, Sagar and Devi Ahilya University,
Indore.
64.Which
Which country had planned to build a new LIGO
gravitational wave detector by 2025 in collaboration
with universities from across the world?
1. Canada
2. India
3. Australia
4. Poland
5. Norway
A new LIGO gravitational
vitational wave detector will be
built in India by 2025 in collaboration with
universities from across the world. Abbreviation
LIGO stands for Laser Interferometer GravitationalGravitational
Wave Observatory. In 2016, LIGO detectors
discovered the gravitational waves produced
p
by two
giant merging blackholes. LIGO detector in India
will help to pinpoint the origin of the gravitational
waves that are detected in future. This will be the
world’s third LIGO detector, along with two already
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operational in the US. Somak Raychaudhury,
Raych
Director of the Inter-University
University Centre for
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA), Pune has
stated that location for the new detector in India has
been selected, and the acquisition has started.
Funding for this purpose is provided by the Science
and Technology Facilities Council (STFC) through
its Newton-Bhabha project on LIGO.
65.What
What kind of species is “Liocheles schalleri”?
1. Scorpion 2. Spider
3. Lizard
4. Snake
5. Chameleon
A new species of scorpion named “Liocheles
schalleri” has been discovered
red in Trishna Wildlife
Sanctuary, Tripura. The study on “Liocheles
schalleri” has been published in Zootaxa journal by
scientist Zeeshan Mirza of National Centre for
Biological Sciences, Bangalore. “Liocheles
schalleri” is the eleventh wood scorpion species
speci
from India. “Liocheles schalleri” is also called
dwarf scorpions. It is named after famous wildlife
biologist George Schaller. These scorpions are
found in low elevated regions in few parts of
Tripura. Generally wood scorpions are around three
cm long and live in small burrows.
66.Who
Who is the first person to fly in space without
tethers?
1. Darren Wilson
2. Steven W Hawkins
3. Salil Shetty
4. Bruce McCandless
5. Darfur McEdser
Former NASA astronaut Bruce McCandless, first
person to fly in space without tethers, passed away.
The cause for Bruce McCandless’ death has not
been mentioned. He was 80 years old. Bruce
McCandless performed the famous spacewalk in
1984, during which he did not use restrictive tethers
and umbilicals. He has been honoured with
numerous
rous awards like the Legion of Merit,
American Expeditionary Service Medal, NASA
Space Flight Medal, and NASA Exceptional
Engineering Achievement Medal.
67.Banwari
Banwari Lal Joshi was the former ___________
of UP State Government?
1. Governor 2. CM
3. Health Minister
M
4. Finance Minister 5. Speaker of Legislative
Assembly
Former UP Governor Banwari Lal Joshi passed
away at AIIMS due to septic shock after an
infection on the valves. Banwari Lal Joshi was 82
years old. He has served as governor of many states.
He has served as lieutenant governor of Delhi,
governor of Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

68.Uttarakhand
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat’s biography ‘Trivendra Ek Zindaginama –
Khairasain ka Sooraj’ was written by whom?
1. Peter Steudtner
2. Fethullah Gulen
3. Thomas Hammburg
4. Susan Waltz
5. Nandan Singh Bisht
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat
has launched his biography ‘Trivendra Ek
Zindaginama – Khairasain ka Sooraj’. Trivendra Ek
Zindaginama – Khairasain ka Sooraj has been
written by Nandan Singh Bisht, a doctor. This
biography is based on Trivendra Singh Rawat’s
early struggle and lesser known aspects of his life.
At the launch event, singer Basanti Bisht, former
state women’s commission chairperson Sushila
Baluni, environmentalist
entalist Anil Joshi participated.
69.When
When is National Farmers’ Day (Kisan Diwas)
celebrated all over India?
1. December 20
2. December 21
3. December 22
4. December 23
5. December 24
On 23rd December 2017, National Farmers’ Day
(Kisan Diwas) was celebrated
celebrate all over India.
National Farmers’ Day (Kisan Diwas) is celebrated
to honour former Prime Minister of India
Chaudhary Charan Singh, who introduced various
policies to improve the life of farmers. National
Farmers’ Day is celebrated to promote activities
related
elated to farmer’s welfare. This day is celebrated
by conducting debates, events, seminars, functions
and competitions related agriculture.
70.Which state has issued a circular banning
festivities and special darshans at temples to
celebrate New Year?
1. Telangana 2. Andhra Pradesh 3. Odisha
4. Maharashtra
5. Karnataka
Andhra Pradesh Endowments Department has
issued a circular banning festivities and special
darshans at temples to celebrate New Year. The
circular was issued by the Hindu Dharma
Parirakshana
ana Trust of the Endowments Department.
It bans festivities and special darshans for New
Year at Hindu temples. It states that organizing new
year festivities in temples is not a part of Hindu and
Telugu traditions. The circular directs the temple
managements
nts and priests not to spend money for
floral decorations, banners, special arrangements
etc. on New Year celebrations.
71.Which State hosted the Two-day
Two
Regional
Conference on ‘Good Governance and Replication
of Best Practices’?
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1. Manipur
2. Assam
3. Mizoram
zoram
4. Nagaland 5. Arunachal Pradesh
Two-day
day Regional Conference on ‘Good
Governance and Replication of Best Practices’ was
held in Guwahati, Assam from 22nd – 23rd
December, 2017. The conference was organized by
Department of Administrative Reforms & Public
Pu
Grievances (DARPG) under Union Ministry of
Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions in
collaboration with Assam State Government. The
conference was inaugurated by Chief Minister of
Assam, Sarbananda Sonowal. Objective of the
conference was to provide a platform for experience
sharing in the formulation and implementation of
citizen centric governance, Good Governance
Index, improving public service delivery and PM
awarded initiatives. Six sessions were held during
the conference on different themes including
inc
‘Responsive Public Delivery’, ‘PM awarded
Initiatives 2017’ and ‘State Collaboration Initiatives
in Administrative Reforms’. Delegates from 36
States and Union Territories (UTs) participated in
this conference.
72.Environment ministry’s pilot project
proje “Blue Flag”
is related to which of the following?
1. Beach clean-up 2. Fishermen safety
3. Protect Oceans
4. Transportation
5. Infrastructure
In a bid to raise standards of cleanliness and setting
up basic amenities at beaches, Union Environment
Ministryy has launched a pilot project for beach
clean-up
up and development. Under this project,
Environment Ministry has asked each coastal state
and union territory to nominate one beach which
will be developed by deploying funds through the
ongoing
Integrated
Coastal
stal
Management
Programme. Subsequent to the development,
attempt will be made to procure ‘Blue Flag’
certification for such identified beaches. ‘Blue Flag’
certification testifies that a beach, marina or
sustainable boating tourism operator adheres to
specific
cific standards. This certification is awarded by
the Foundation for Environment Education (FEE).
So far, all coastal states have nominated one pilot
beach in their receptive territories for development
under this project.
73.In which Indian Airport, the first aircraft runway
on a ‘sea bridge’ will be constructed?
1. Veer Savarkar Airport, Port Blair, Andaman
2. Tiruchirapalli Airport, Trichy
3. Dabolim Airport, Goa
4. Agatti Ariport, Lakshadweep
5. Biju Patnaik Airport, Bhubaneswar

India’s first aircraft runway on a ‘sea bridge’ will be
constructed at Agatti Ariport, Lakshadweep.
Airports Authority of India (AAI) has got an
approval to extend the existing runway at Agatti
Airport, Lakshdweep by building a Reinforced
Cement Concrete (RCC) platform on the beach
be
and
shallow sea. The existing runway will be extended
on this platform and the resultant longer airstrip will
enable bigger aircrafts to land and take-off
take
from the
Agaatti Airport. Estimated cost for this project is Rs
1500 crore. Earlier, AAI’s plan was
w to extend the
runway by linking two adjacent islands. However,
that plan had to be dropped owing to environmental
concerns.
74.24-member
member Select Committee of the Rajya
Sabha has recommended body wearable cameras for
traffic policemen and Regional Transport
Transp
Offices
(RTOs) officials enforcing the Motor Vehicles Act.
This committee was headed by whom?
1. K R Narayanan
2. Roopa Ganguly
3. Swapna Dasgupta 4. Narendra Jadev
5. Vinay P Sahasrabuddhe
24-member
member Select Committee of the Rajya Sabha,
headed by Vinay P Sahasrabuddhe has
recommended body wearable cameras for traffic
policemen and Regional Transport Offices (RTOs)
officials enforcing the Motor Vehicles Act.
Committee expects that body wearable cameras will
reduce arbitrariness and corruption by the
enforcement
rcement officials. It has prescribed that
offences recorded through these body wearable
cameras should be digitally stored and monitored in
the control room. The committee has also
recommended registration of vehicles by dealers
and non-production
production of vehicles
vehic
at Regional
Transport Offices (RTOs). The panel made these
recommendations after examining the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2017.
75.Meeting of India-Russia
Russia Inter-Governmental
Inter
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural Cooperation
C
(IRIGCTEC) was held at?
1. Moscow
2. New Delhi 3. Vladivostok
4. Pune
5. Sochi
Meeting of India-Russia
Russia Inter-Governmental
Inter
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific,
Technological and Cultural Cooperation (IRIGC(IRIGC
TEC) was held in New Delhi on December
Dec
23,
2017. This meeting was held to undertake a
comprehensive review of bilateral economic
cooperation between India and Russia in the areas
of trade and investment, energy, transport,
agriculture, industry and space. The meeting was
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co-chaired by India’s
ia’s External Affairs Minister,
Sushma Swaraj and Russian Deputy Prime Minister
Dmitry Rogozin. Both the countries have decided to
raise the level of the Joint Working Group (JWG)
on trade and economic cooperation to that of
Deputy Minister/Commerce Secretary
ary Level.
76.Which state government signed an MoU with
South Korea to improve cooperation in the field of
tourism, skill development, culture and farming?
1. Madhya Pradesh 2. Uttarkhand 3. Bihar
4. Uttar Pradesh
5. Jharkhand
The Uttar Pradesh government signed a MoU with
South Korea to improve cooperation in the field of
tourism, skill development, culture and farming. A
South Korean delegation met Uttar Pradesh chief
minister Yogi Adityanath at Lucknow. They signed
a MoU for improving cooperation in tourism,
tou
skill
development, culture and farming. This is expected
to provide more employment opportunities and
development in these fields.
77.What are the things highlighted and Presented on
the resolution which was adopted in regard with the
“Nelson Mandela Peace Summit”?
1. Promote Conflict Resolution
2. Promote Race Relations
3. Promote Human Rights
4. Promote Gender Equality
5. All The Above
The UN General Assembly has planned to mark the
100th anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s birthday
with a high-level meeting
eeting on world peace. On 22nd
December 2017, a resolution was adopted in regard
with the “Nelson Mandela Peace Summit”. The
peace summit will contain speeches by UN
officials. This summit will be conducted before the
annual gathering of world leaders in September
S
2018. The resolution highlighted the importance of
Nelson Mandela’s contribution to promote conflict
resolution,
race
relations,
human
rights,
reconciliation and gender equality.
78.In which city the Special representatives of India
and China heldd talks to discuss important aspects
related to border issues?
1. Kolkata
2. Beijing
3. Shangai
4. Mumbai
5. New Delhi
Special representatives of India and China held
talks in New Delhi to discuss important aspects
related to border issues. This was the 20th
20 round of
border talks between India and China. Indian side
was led by National Security Advisor, Ajit Doval
while Yang Jiechi, represented China.Discussion
during this round of talks focused on the recent

Doklam standoff and other unresolved border
disputes
utes between India and China. In June 2017,
Indian and Chinese troops were locked in a twotwo
month long standoff following Chinese Army’s
plans to build a road in an area claimed by Bhutan.
79.In which country, the World’s longest glass
pedestrian bridge wass inaugurated?
inaugurated
1. Russia
2. Japan
3. China
4. USA
5. Cambodia
World’s longest glass pedestrian bridge opened in
Hebei Province of China on December 24, 2017.
Length of this bridge is 488 meters, and the width is
about two meters. The bridge connects two
mountain
untain peaks in Hunyagu in Pingshan County
and is suspended at an altitude of 218 meters above
the valley. Nearly 1077 glass panels weighing 70
tons are fitted on this bridge. The bridge can
withstand weight of about 2000 people. However,
only 500 visitors will be allowed at a time. Earlier, a
430-metre-long
long glass bridge constructed across a
deep canyon in China’s Zhangjiajie National Forest
Park was considered as longest glass bridge.
80.India Government Mint from which city has
launched India’s first home-grown
hom
high purity gold
reference standard – the Bharatiya Nirdeshak
Dravya (BND-4201)?
1. India Government Mint (IGM), Kolkata
2. India Government Mint (IGM), Mumbai
3. India Government Mint (IGM), Noida
4. India Government Mint (IGM), Hyderabad
5. India Government Mint (IGM), Trichy
India Government Mint (IGM), Mumbai launched
India’s first home-grown
grown high purity gold reference
standard – the Bharatiya Nirdeshak Dravya (BND(BND
4201). BND-4201,
4201, is the reference material for gold
of ‘9999’ fineness (gold that is 99.99 per cent pure).
The high purity gold reference standard has been
developed through a collaborative effort between
IGM, Council of Scientific & Industrial ResearchResearch
National Physical Laboratory (New Delhi) and
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre — National Centre
for Compositional Characterisation of Materials
(Hyderabad). Gold reference standard is
prominently used in gold and jewellery hall
marking. Besides, it will also be useful for
Collection and Purity Testing Centres to determine
the purity of gold deposits under Government’s
gold monetisation scheme.
81.India has initiated a dumping probe on imports
of ‘Sodium Nitrite’ from which country, which is
used in industries such as pharma and food
processing?
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1. Japan
2. China
3. Australia
4. Russia
5. Iran
India has initiated an dumping probe on imports of
‘Sodium Nitrite’, used in industries such as pharma
and food processing, from Russia. The Directorate
General of Anti-dumping
dumping and Allied Duties
(DGAD) has found sufficient evidence for dumping
of Sodium Nitrite. If it is proved that dumping has
caused material injury to domestic industry, DGAD
would impose anti-dumping
dumping duty on Sodium
Nitrite. The investigation period includes April
2016 and March 2017 (12 months). The probe
would investigate on the existence,
ence, degree and
effect of alleged dumping. It will also recommend
the amount of anti-dumping
dumping duty, if necessary to
rectify the damage on the domestic industry.
82.Which Private Airlines became the first Indian
carrier to operate over 1000 flights in a day
da across
India?
1. GoAir
2. Air India 3. SpiceJet
4. Vistara
5. IndiGo
IndiGo became the first Indian carrier to operate
over 1000 flights in a day across India. On
December 22, 2017, Indigo’s flight 6E 185 from
Mumbai to Kochi became the 1000th flight. On the
same day, IndiGo also took the delivery of its 31st
Airbus A-320
320 Neo aircraft, taking its fleet size to
150 aircrafts. Earlier, on December 21, 2017,
IndiGo had launched the first ATR flight between
Hyderabad and Mangalore under Central
Governments regional
gional air connectivity scheme,
UDAN.
83.Who was appointed the new Chief Minister
(CM) of Himachal Pradesh?
1. Thaawar Chand
2. Y S Chowdary
3. Keshava Rao
4. Suresh Prabhu
5. Jairam Thakur
BJP announced Jairam Thakur as the new Chief
Minister (CM) of Himachal
achal Pradesh. Jai Ram
Thakur will take oath as Chief Minister of Himachal
Pradesh on 27 December 2017. He is 52 years old.
He was an active member of Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP) when he was a college
student. He was made ABVP state secretary in
1986. He joined Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) in the 1990s. He was appointed as the state
BJP chief in 2006.
84.Who was appointed the Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of Uber Technologies?
1. Mark Twain
2. Barney Harford
3. Edger Allien
4. William Faulker
5. Stephen King

Barney Harford, former chief executive of Orbitz,
was appointed as Chief Operating Officer (COO) of
Uber Technologies. Barney Harford will join Uber
Technologies on 2 January 2018. He will look over
global ride-hailing
hailing operations, marketing, customer
support and the food delivery business. He has been
an adviser in Uber Technologies since October
2017. He will have to regulate Uber’s day-to-day
day
business. He has been bestowed with the
responsibility to generate profit at Uber, which has
recently faced considerable loss.
85.Which
.Which is the first country to send a female
ambassador (Dominique Mineur) to Saudi Arabia?
1. Belgium 2. Norway
3. Sweden
4. Mauritius 5. Thailand
Belgium has become the first country to send a
female ambassador (Dominique
ominique Mineur) to Saudi
Arabia. Dominique Mineur is currently Belgium’s
ambassador to the United Arab Emirates. She will
shift to Riyadh in 2018 summer. Saudi Arabia is
one of the least gender equal countries in the world.
Recently it has relaxed some of its restrictions on
women.
commerce giant which has acquired
86.Name the E-commerce
a startup named Blink that builds wireless home
security systems?
1. Flipkart
2. Snapdeal 3. Swiggy
4. Shopclues 5. Amazon
E-commerce
commerce giant Amazon has acquired a startup
named Blink
nk that builds wireless home security
systems. Blink’s home security cameras were first
introduced in 2016. Its key feature is the ease of setset
up. As it can operate on batteries, it does not require
wiring/plugging. This acquisition will help Amazon
to create
ate a presence in connected home video
cameras market. Financial considerations related to
this acquisition deal have yet not been disclosed.
87.Which country has successfully conducted the
first flight of its first indigenous amphibious aircraft
‘AG600’?
1. China
2. Russia
3. Japan
4. USA
5. India
China successfully conducted the first flight of its
first indigenous amphibious aircraft ‘AG600’, in
southern Guangdong Province, China. The AG600
aircraft is code named “Kunlong”. It was launched
from the Jinwan
an Civil Aviation Airport in Zhuhai,
Guangdong. In Chinese “Kun” means enormous
legendary fish and “Long” means a dragon. The
aircraft is 39.6 meters long. It is powered through
four domestically built turboprop engines. It was
developed by the Aviation Industry
In
Corporation of
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China (AVIC). Its maximum take-off
off weight is 53.5
tonnes. Its maximum speed is 500 kilometers per
hour. It is considered to be the world’s largest
amphibious aircraft. It will be used for maritime
rescue, fighting forest fires and marine
ine monitoring,
etc. It has the capacity to carry 50 people during
search-and-rescue
rescue missions. It can collect 12 tonnes
of water in 20 seconds for fire-fighting.
fighting.

Championship in Dhaka, Bangladesh. India was
defeated byy Bangladesh 1-0
1 in the finals of the
SAFF U15 Women’s Championship. Earlier, India
had lost to Bangladesh 3--0 in the group stage of the
championship. The match was very closely fought.
In the 41st minute the goal hit by Shamsun Nahar
made the difference and
nd India emerged as runnersrunners
up.

88.Which game has been excluded from the 2022
edition of Commonwealth Games?
1. Swimming
2. Hockey
3. Shooting
4. Rowing
5. Boxing
On 21st December 2017, it was announced that
shooting has been excluded from the 2022 edition
of Commonwealth Games. Shooting is listed in
Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF)’s
optional sports. A candidate city can include
i
a
maximum of 7 sports from that list in its final
programme. Birmingham, which is the host city for
2022 Commonwealth games, has so far chosen
judo, table tennis, wrestling, gymnastics, diving,
cycling and 3v3 basketball to include apart from the
mandatory
ndatory sports. The programme will be finalised
by the end of 2018. So far, India has earned oneone
fourth of its medals in Commonwealth Games
through shooting.

91.Whose writings are gathered in a book called
‘The Way I See It’?
1. Johann Wolfgang 2. Thomas Martin
3. Gauri Lankesh
4. Gunter Grass
5. Bertoit Brecht
‘The Way I See It’, a book containing writings by
late journalist Gauri
uri Lankesh was launched at the
Mumbai Press Club, in Mumbai. “The Way I See
It” is a book containing selected works of Gauri
Lankesh. It has been edited by Chandan Gowda,
writer and sociologist. This book has been released
3 months after Gauri Lankesh was murdered in
Bengaluru. The book consists of six sections. It
consists of early reportage of Gauri Lankesh in
various publications and her articles in Kannada
language.

89.Who defeated Ernest Amuzu at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur for the show
‘Rajasthan Rumble’
le’ and retained his WBO Oriental
and Asia Pacific super middleweight titles?
1. Sultan Ibragimov 2. Vijender Singh
3. Wladimir Kitschko 4. Tyson Fury
5. Joseph Parker
Vijender Singh defeated Ernest Amuzu at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium in Jaipur for the show
sho
‘Rajasthan Rumble’ and retained his WBO Oriental
and Asia Pacific super middleweight titles. The
‘Rajasthan Rumble’ consisted of ten rounds.
Vijender Singh won majority of the rounds out of
the ten. In the final round he defeated Ghana’s
Ernest Amuzu. This
is is Vijender Singh’s 10th
consecutive victory in his professional boxing
career. Vijender Singh is 32 years old and hails
from Haryana. He is currently ranked 6th in the
WBO rankings.
90.India lost against which country in the final and
became runners-upp of the SAFF U15 Women’s
Championship in Dhaka?
3. Pakistan
1. Bangladesh
2. China
4. Afghanistan
5. Myanmar
India lost against Bangladesh in the final and
became runners-up
up of the SAFF U15 Women’s

92.Central Government has recognised which
Indian state as a ‘Champion State’ for exports
expo
recording the highest growth in exports during
2016-17?
1. Madhya Pradesh 2. Rajasthan 3. Karnataka
4. Kerala
5. Odisha
Central Government has recognised Odisha as a
‘Champion State’ for exports recording the highest
growth in exports during 2016-17.
2016
Announcement
in this regard was made by Union Ministry of
Commerce and Industry during a review meeting on
the export performance of states. Exports from
Odisha during 2016-17
17 stood at Rs 40872 crore,
which marks a growth of 114% from Rs 19082
crore in 2015-16.
16. According to Revealed
Competitive Advantage (RCA) study done by the
Federation of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO),
Odisha has a competitive advantage vis-a-vis
vis
other
Indian states in four categories of export items viz.
iron, mineral metals, chemicals
chemi
and marine
products. Commencement of exports from Inland
Container Depot (ICD) at Balasore, Multi Model
Logistic Parks (MMLP) at Jharsuguda and Port-side
Port
Container Terminal (PSCT) at Paradip will further
boost the quantum of exports from Odisha.
93.Mission
ission Antyodaya’ aims to create how many
poverty-free
free gram panchayats?

16

www.maruthischoolofbanking.com V.K.K.Menon
www.maruthischoolofbanking.com,
K.Menon Road,Gandhipuram,Coimbatore-44.9600342223
Road,Gandhipuram,Coimbatore

1. 20000
2. 30000
3. 40000
4. 50000
5. 60000
Union Rural Development Ministry, in partnership
with State Governments, has completed the ranking
of 50000 Gram Panchayats (selected under ‘Mission
Antyodaya’) on three broad parameters of physical
infrastructure, human development and economic
activities. Union Rural Development Ministry’s
‘Mission Antyodaya’ aims to create 50000 povertypoverty
free gram panchayats. The goal is to converge, all
existing
isting government initiatives and schemes in
these 50000 gram panchayats so that every
household within these panchayats is benefited
which shall consequentially lead to elimination of
poverty. Gram Panchayats have been selected by
the State Governments on the basis of social capital.
50000 selected gram panchayats have been grouped
together in 5000 clusters.
94.Under which Project, India will link highway
corridors to international trade points for Rs 25000
crore?
2. MyGov
1. Bharatmala Project
3. indira awas yojana 4. 12th Five Year Plan
5. World One
Minister for Road Transport & Highways, Nitin
Gadkari has stated that India will link its major
highway corridors to international trade points in
order to facilitate trade with bordering countries.
The linking
ng of highway corridors to International
trade points will be carried out for facilitating trade
with Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Myanmar.
About 2000 kms of highways will be constructed
under this project. This construction will be part of
Central Government’s
ment’s Bharatmala Project. Cost for
construction of 2000 kms highways under this
project is estimated to be Rs. 25000 crore. In
addition to this project , Central Government is also
working on plans to facilitate India’s international
connectivity with countries
ntries in South Asia.
95.Indian Railways flagged off India’s first airair
conditioned suburban local train in which city?
1. Chennai
2. Mumbai 3. Kolkata
4. Bangalore 5. Pune
Indian Railways flagged off India’s first airair
conditioned suburban local train for Mumbai
commuters. The inaugural run of this train was
carried out on December 25, 2017 between Borivali
and Churchgate on the Western Railway (WR).
Full-fledged
fledged operation will commence on January 1,
2018. It will have 6 round trips (12 one way trips)
on daily
ily basis. It will operate on weekday and
weekends will be reserved for routine maintenance.
Introductory fare for the AC train will be 1.2 times

of a first class one-way
way regular ticket. Later the fare
will be hiked and will cost 1.3 times. The full AC
air-suspension
suspension coaches have been manufactured at
Integral Coach Factory, Chennai. All coaches of the
entire rake can carry nearly 6000 commuters at a
time. It can operate at speeds of up to 100 kmph.
96.Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the
Botanical Garden-Kalkaji
Kalkaji section (of Magenta Line)
of Delhi Metro and these trains would consume
energy _______% less energy as compared to older
trains?
1. 10%
2. 20%
3. 30%
4. 40%
5. 50%
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the
Botanical Garden-Kalkaji
Kalkaji section
secti (of Magenta Line)
of Delhi Metro. This 12.64-km
12.64
route of Magenta
Line will be Delhi Metro’s first line to get driverless
trains. On this line, Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) will be using Communication Based Train
Control (CBTC) signalling technology
technolo which would
facilitate the movement of trains at a higher
frequency as compared to other lines. All stations of
this line will have platform screen doors (PSDs)
while the coaches running on this line will have
electronic information display, power charging
charg
facility through USB ports and seats in different
colour shades. Besides, the new trains will be
energy-efficient
efficient and would consume 20 per cent
less energy as compared to older trains.
97.Which Indian city became the first city to get its
own logo?
1. Chennai
2. Bangalore
3. Pune
4. Patna
5. Mumbai
Brand Bengaluru’s own logo was launched at the
‘Namma Bengaluru Habba festival, at Vidhana
Soudha, in Bengaluru. The logo was unveiled by
Karnataka Tourism Minister Priyank Kharge. The
logo is red and black and written partially in
English and Kannada. The rolling font of the logo
was designed by Rushi Patel and M Venkateswara
Rao. They are the founders of the design firm
Nammur. This logo won the contest conducted by
the Karnataka government and received a cash prize
of Rs 5 lakh. The tagline states: ‘Bengaluru – Be U’
(be you). This logo aims to promote the image of
Bengaluru at a global level. Bengaluru has become
the first city in India to gets its own identity badge.
98.Which country has signed an agreement
agree
to build
the first nuclear power plant for electricity
production in Sudan?
1. Japan
2. USA
3. China
4. Australia 5. Russia
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Russian State Corporation for Atomic Energy
(Rosatom) announced that it has signed an
agreement to build the first nuclear power
powe plant for
electricity production in Sudan. An agreement in
this regard was signed by Rosatom Overseas and
Sudan’s Ministry of Water Resources, Irrigation
and Electricity in Khartoum, Sudan. The nuclear
power plant will be completed in one and a half
years.
s. This project is a part of Sudan’s plan to
generate more than 5000 megawatts by 2020. Last
month a nuclear energy cooperation agreement was
signed between Sudan and Russia.
99.Which country will host the annual meeting of
World Economic Forum (WEF)?
1. USA
2. Japan
3. Switzerland
4. Argentina 5. New Zealand
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be the first
Indian Prime Minister in past 20 years to attend the
annual meeting of World Economic Forum (WEF)
at Davos, Switzerland. The meeting is scheduled to
be held
eld in January 2018. HD Deve Gowda was the
last Indian Prime Minister to attend this event in
1997. Around 30-40
40 heads of Government and 100
top heads of Indian companies including Mukesh
Ambani, Chanda Kochhar and Uday Kotak are
expected to attend this event.
ent. Chinese President Xi
Jinping had delivered the main address at WEF’s
annual meeting at Davos in January 2017.
100.Which states are the top contributors of the
GST for first five months?
1. Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh
2. Maharashtra and Odisha
3. Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
4. Maharashtra and Gujarat
5. Maharashtra and Karnataka
As per information provided by Minister of State
for Finance, Pratap Shukla in Lok Sabha,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh are the top
contributors among all states and Union Territories
(UTs) in the first five months (1st July – 30th
November, 2017) of the rollout of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime. Maharashtra and Uttar
Pradesh together accounted for 24 per cent of the
total cess collections of Rs 30224 crore under the
t
Goods and Services Tax (GST). With Rs 18701
crore, Maharashtra also topped in State GST
(SGST) collections. In terms of SGST collections,
Maharashtra is followed by Tamil Nadu (Rs 8739
crore), Karnataka (Rs 7736 crore) and Gujarat (Rs
7375 crore). Total SGST collections stood at Rs.
87888 crore. Total Central GST (CGST) collections
stood at Rs 59048 crore.

101.Who are allowed to set up units at IFSC Special
Economic Zones (SEZ), as per IRDAI’s (Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India)
new
w guidelines on International Financial Service
Centre Insurance Offices (IIO)?
1. IT Employees
2. Insurers
3. Government Employees 4. Bankers
5. Equity Share Holders
Insurers and reinsurers can now set up facilities at
IFSC Special Economic Zones (SEZ), as per
IRDAI’s (Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India) new guidelines on International
Financial Service Centre Insurance Offices (IIO).
The Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Registration and Operations of
International
onal Financial Service Centre Insurance
Offices) Guidelines, 2017 was issued on December
21, 2017. As per these guidelines, IIO means a
branch office to transact direct insurance business
or reinsurance business permitted by the regulator.
These guidelines are for both Indian and foreign
insurers and reinsurers, registered as IIO with
IRDAI. They can do direct insurance business or
reinsurance business transactions or both.
102.In which Indian state, NHPC Ltd has proposed
to set up 100-200
200 Mw capacity solar
sola project?
1. Gujarat
2. Odisha
3. Telangana
4. Maharashtra
5. Odisha
Central public sector enterprise, NHPC Ltd has
proposed to set up 100-200
100
Mw capacity solar
project in Odisha. With this proposal, NHPC has
joined other public sector enterprises viz. NTPC,
NLC (formerly Neyveli Lignite Ltd) and North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd (NEEPCO)
to express interest in participating in Odisha
Government’s upcoming 1000 Mw solar park
programme. Odisha has laid out a plan to develop a
solar park with a production capacity of 1000 Mw,
off which, Union Ministry of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE) has already approved to develop
solar park of 400 Mw capacity. NHPC, which is
currently executing a 72 Mw wind project in Kerala
and 50 Mw solar project in Tamil Nadu
N
has already
commissioned a 50 Mw wind power project in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan.
103.Name the international sand artist who created
the world’s biggest sand Santa-face
Santa
with the
message “world peace” at Puri beach, Odisha?
1. Jatin Das
2. Paresh Maity
3. Biman Bihari
4. Sudarsan Pattnaik
5. Sunil Das
Sudarsan Pattnaik, international sand artist, created
the world’s biggest sand Santa-face
Santa
with the
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message “world peace” at Puri beach, Odisha. The
sand Santa face is 25 feet tall and 50 feet wide. It is
to be placed in the Limca Book of World Records.
Sudarsan Pattnaik also created a sand sculpture of
Jesus Christ in front of the Santa face. He used
around 600 tonnes of sand. Sudarsan Pattnaik was
supported by 40 students from the Sudarsan Sand
Art Institute off Puri. The work was completed in 3
days (35 hours). This structure will be on display till
January 1, 2018.

On 25th December 2017, Bengali actor Partha
Mukhopadhyay died due to cardiac arrest at a
private hospital in Kolkata. Partha Mukhopadhyay
was 70 years old. He had been suffering from
kidney problems. He is survived by his wife. He
had acted inn films made by great directors like
Tapan Sinha, Tarun Majumdar and Goutam Ghosh.
His important movies are Balika Bodhu, Dhonyi
Meye, Agnishwar, Amar Prithivi, Baag Bandi
Khela.

104.Name the Surface-to-Air
Air Missile which was
successfully test fired by Defence Research and
Development
Organisation
(DRDO)
from
Chandipur, in Odisha?
1. Nuclear Fission Surface-to-Air
Air Missile
2. Surabhi Surface-to-Air Missile
3. Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air
Air Missile
4. Nuclear Fusion Surface-to-Air
Air Missile
5. None of these
Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air
Air Missile (QRSAM)
was successfully test fired by Defence Research and
Development
Organisation
(DRDO)
from
Chandipur, in Odisha. Quick Reaction Surface-toSurface
Air Missile (QRSAM) is a canister-based
canister
highspeed weapon system. It can destroy aerial targets,
tanks, bunkers and short range missiles. QRSAM
was fired from a canister mounted on a rotatable
truck-based
based launch platform at the Launching
Complex-I (LC-I)
I) of the Integrated Test Range
(ITR) at Chandipur in Odisha. This is the third test
of QRSAM. All three tests ended up successful. It is
capable of destroying
stroying multiple targets in the range
of 25 km in less than a minute.

107.When is Good Governance Day observed all
over India?
1. December 21
2. December
D
22
3. December 23
4. December 24
5. December 25
On 25th December 2017, Good Governance Day
was observed all over India. Good Governance Day
is observed every year on 25 December to mark the
birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.
payee. This day was instituted in 2014.
Also, December 25 was made a working day for
government to observe the Good Governance Day.
The aim of this day is to develop a transparent and
responsible administration, ensure the welfare of
people, make good and effective policies for good
governance, corruption free administration to the
people etc.

105.Who became the most expensive wrestler of the
PWL (Pro Wrestling League) in New Delhi?
1. Khashaba Dadasaheb
2. Sakshi Malik
3. Udey Chand
4. Sushil Kumar
5. Jatindra Charan
Sushill Kumar became the most expensive wrestler
of the PWL (Pro Wrestling League) in New Delhi.
Delhi Sultans bought Sushil Kumar for Rs 55 lakh
at the PWL auctions. He has become the most
expensive player in the history of the PWL
tournament. World Championshipp gold medallist
Helen Maroulis of the United States got the highest
bid among women players and was bought for Rs
44 lakh from Haryana Hammers.
106.To which of the following Profession Partha
Mukhopadhyay belongs to?
1. Singer
2. Actor
3. Dancer
4. Athlete
5. Painter

108.Under the Border Area Development
Programme (BADP), Union Home Ministry has
released Rs 167 crore for border development of
how many states?
1. 6
2. 7
3. 8
4. 9
5. 10
Union Home Ministry has released Rs 167 crore to
nine states – Rajasthan, Punjab, West Bengal,
Tripura, Assam, Meghalaya, Himachal Pradesh,
Bihar and Sikkim – under the Border Area
Development Programme (BADP). BADP is fully
funded by Central Government.
Governm
Under this
programme, development work is carried out in all
villages which are located within the 0-10
0
km of the
international border. 17 states of India have an
international border. Priority (for speedy
development of infrastructure) is given to those
th
villages which are identified by border guarding
forces. Development work permitted under BAPD
include construction of helipads in areas which are
not accessible by road, skill development training to
local farmers, work related to swatchhta aabhiyan,
promotion of sports, rural tourism and border
tourism.
109.Central Government has drawn up tailor-made
tailor
action plan for improving the socio-economic
socio
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condition of how many “most-backward”
backward” districts
across India?
1. 100
2. 101
3. 105
4. 110
5. 115
Central Government has drawn up tailor-made
tailor
action plan for improving the socio-economic
socio
condition of 115 “most-backward”
backward” districts across
India. Under this action plan, Government will
setup basic services like healthcare, education,
sanitation as well as basic physical infrastructure
like roads and drinking water supply. These
development activities will be carried out in a timetime
bound manner. The 115 districts that have been
identified include 35 affected by left-wing
left
extremism. These districts were selected on
parameters like deprivation (extent of landless
households), education (elementary dropout rate
and adverse pupil-teacher
teacher ratio), health & nutrition
(institutional delivery, stunting and wasting in
children) and infrastructure (un-electrified
electrified homes,
lack off toilets, road connectivity and lack of
drinking water). Government’s goal is to bring a
transformative change in these backward districts
by 2022, the 75th year of India’s independence.
This will be done through expediting governmentgovernment
anchored programmes and resorting to necessary
interventions.
110.In order to provide relief for disqualified
directors of companies, Union Ministry of
Corporate Affairs will roll out ‘Condonation of
Delay Scheme’, which will be operational from
_________ to __________?
1. February 1 to March 31, 2018
2. March 1 to May 31, 2018
3. January 1 to March 31, 2018
4. January 1 to May 31, 2018
5. January 1 to February 28, 2018
In order to provide relief for disqualified directors
of companies, Union Ministry of Corporate Affairs
willl roll out ‘Condonation of Delay Scheme’, which
will be operational from January 1 to March 31,
2018. Earlier, in a bid to clamp down on illicit fund
flows, Union Corporate Affairs Ministry had
disqualified more than 3.09 lakh directors of
companies, who failed
ailed to submit annual filings for a
long time. Following this, concerns were raised that
many directors of genuine companies have also
been disqualified. Some of the disqualified
individuals also resorted to litigation. In order to
address these concerns, Ministry of Corporate
Affairs decided to come up with this scheme, under
which, post submission of filings, the company
concerned would have to file a separate form

seeking condonation of the delay along with a fee of
Rs. 30000.
111.Which state government
governmen
launches free
household power connection scheme ‘Prakash hai to
vikas hai’ to its people?
1. Odisha
2. Gujarat
3. Goa
4. Uttar Pradesh
5. Bihar
Uttar Pradesh government introduced ‘Prakash hai
to vikas hai’, a free household power connection
scheme for the poor people, to mark former prime
minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s birth anniversary.
Uttar Pradesh government plans to provide 16
million power connections by the end of 2018
through the ‘Prakash Hai to Vikas Hai’ (the
barometer of development is light)
light scheme. Uttar
Pradesh Power Minister, Srikant Sharma, denied
increase in power tariff for the benefit private power
suppliers. BPL (Below Poverty Line) card holders
without a roof or having less than Rs 35,000 income
per year are eligible for the scheme. They can avail
connection by paying Rs 550. Initial payment for
the scheme is only Rs 50. The rest can be paid in 10
instalments of Rs 50.
112.With the aim to provide ______________, the
South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
launched ‘Atal Jan Aahar Yojana’?
Y
1. Good drinking water to rural people
2. Good drinking water to schools
3. Toilet facilities in all schools
4. Nutritious meal to the Anganwadi Children
5. Nutritious meal to the poor and needy
The South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC)
launched ‘Atal Jan Aahar Yojana’ for poor people
to provide them meal at Rs 10, marking the Good
Governance Day. The Atal Jan Aahar Yojana was
launched by South Delhi Mayor Kamaljeet
Sehrawat and Chairman of the civic body’s
Standing Committee Bhupender Gupta and Leader
of Opposition Ramesh Matiala at Matiala Chowk.
The Atal Jan Aahar Yojana scheme has been started
at 5 outlets in different locations of south Delhi. Its
aim is to provide nutritious meal to the poor and
needy. The menu includes puri, chapattis, rice,
rice
rajma, vegetables, chhole, and halwa. The meal is
provided for Rs 10 from 11 am to 2 pm every day.
113.Which state government had decided to split
the tourism and culture department and initiated
setting up of Odia Language Commission?
1. Punjab
2. Maharashtra
rashtra
3. Goa
4. Odisha
5. Gujarat
The Odisha government decided to split the tourism
and culture department and initiated setting up of
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Odia Language Commission. At the Odisha state
cabinet meeting, the tourism and culture department
was split. The cultural
ural wing was also renamed as
Odia Language, Literature and Culture Department.
It was also decided to set up a ‘Heritage Cabinet’ to
protect the monuments and ancient temples. It was
also planned to take steps to preserve Odisha’s
culture, language and literature.
terature. Among the
measures to promote Odia language, is doubling of
funds given to ‘Bhagabat Tungis’ to Rs 2,000.
‘Bhagabat Tungis’ are small huts in every village
where people narrate the religious text to the locals.
114.Which country is building Bangladesh’s
Bang
first
eco-friendly thermal plant?
1. India
2. Srilanka
3. Japan
4. USA
5. China
Construction of Bangladesh’s first eco-friendly
eco
thermal power plant with ultra-modern
modern clean coal
technology has been started by a Chinese
consortium in central Bangladesh.
esh. The thermal
power plant is constructed near a sea port in Payra
town in Patuakhali district of Bangladesh. It
consists of two units. Both the units would be
commissioned in April and October 2019
respectively. Estimated cost of the project is USD
1.56 billion. Bangladesh had signed an engineering,
procurement and construction (EPC) contract with
the consortium of two Chinese firms in March
2016.
115.President Donald Trump signed the $1.5 trillion
tax overhaul into law, which benefits
______________.
1. Big Corporations 2. Wealthy Americans
3. NRA’s
4. 1&2
5. 2&3
On 22nd December 2017, President Donald Trump
signed the $1.5 trillion tax overhaul into law. This
law is expected to benefit big corporations and
wealthy Americans more. Where as medium
earning
ing people will be less benefited. According to
an analysis by the nonpartisan Tax Policy Center,
families earning between $50,000 and $75,000 will
get average tax cuts of $890. Families earning
between $100,000 and $200,000 would get average
tax cuts of $2,260.
2,260. Families earning more than $1
million would get average tax cuts of $70,000.
116.Which is the first country to move its embassy
in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem following
United States of America (USA’s) recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
ital on December 6, 2017?
1. Belize
2. Honduras
3. Panama
4. Guatemala 5. Costa Rica

Guatemalan President Jimmy Morales has
announced plans to move country’s embassy in
Israel to Jerusalem. Guatemala is the first country to
move its embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem following United States of America
(USA’s) recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
on December 6, 2017. On December 21, 2017,
Guatemala was one of the nine nations to vote
against United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
resolutionn rejecting the American recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 128 UN member
countries (including India) had voted in favour of
this resolution.
117.As per 2018 World Economic League Table
released by Centre for Economics and Business
Research (Cebr),
br), which country is the world’s No.1
Economy in 2032?
1. USA
2. India
3. China
4. Japan
5. Russia
As per 2018 World Economic League Table
released by Centre for Economics and Business
Research (Cebr), Indian economy will surpass
Britain and France in 2018
18 and will thus become the
fifth largest economy. Cebr Deputy Chairman,
Douglas McWilliams has stated that despite
temporary setbacks in past one year (on account of
demonetisation and roll out of Goods and Services
Tax regime), India’s economy has managed
manage to catch
up with that of France and the United Kingdom
(UK). As per the Cebr report, impact of Donald
Trump’s Presidency on trade/businesses in USA has
been less severe than expected. Thus USA economy
will be able to retain its No. 1 position for a year
longer than what was anticipated in the last report.
In 2032, China is likely to overtake the United
States as world’s No. 1 economy.
118.Samsung in partnership with which Bank
launched its ‘Bill Payments’ on Samsung Pay?
1. Yes Bank
2. SBI 3. HDFC Bank
4. Axis Bank
5. IDBI Bank
Samsung in partnership with Axis Bank launched
its ‘Bill Payments’ on Samsung Pay. The ‘Bill
Payments’ feature lets users to pay their utility bills
through Samsung Pay’s platform in a convenient
way. Users can pay their mobile,
mobil landline phone,
electricity, gas, water and DTH bills using this
feature. Users can view the due amount, details of
their previous bills and location-based
location
suggested
billers on Samsung Pay. They can also create
‘reminders’ for bill payments.
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119.Name the civilian flight, which becomes the
first plane to be made in the country for commercial
flights?
1. Dornier 225
2. Dornier 200
3. Dornier 228
4. Dornier 255
5. Dornier 239
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
allowed Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
L
(HAL) –
manufactured Dornier 228 for civilian flights.
Dornier 228 is a 19-seater
seater aircraft which was only
used by defence forces till now. It will now become
the first ‘Made in India’ plane to be used for
commercial flights. On account of DGCA’s
certification,
cation, HAL can even sell this plane to other
airlines in India, which can be used for regional
flights under central government’s UDAN scheme.
120.Dr Jitendra Singh launched e-HRMS
HRMS on Good
Governance Day with how many modules in it?
1. 2
2. 4
3. 5
4. 7
5. 9
On December 25, 2017, Union Minister of State for
PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances & Pensions
launched electronic-Human
Human Resource Management
System (e-HRMS).
Modules of e-HRMS:
Dr. Singh launched the website, ehrms.gov.in and
following five modules covering
ering 25 applications.
• Personnel Information System: For self-updating
self
information by employees.
• Leave: For claiming and attaining sanction of
• LTC: For checking eligibility for LTC, attaining
sanction, advance claim and final reimbursements.
• Loan/Advances:
dvances: For availing loan and advances.
• Tour: For submitting tour applications and
claiming travel allowances.
121.Which country had successfully launched
remote
sensing
satellites
for
conducting
electromagnetic environmental probes?
1. Russia
2. Japan
3. China
4. USA
5. India
China successfully launched remote sensing
satellites
for
conducting
electromagnetic
environmental probes from Xichang Satellite
Launch Center in southwest Sichuan Province. The
remote sensing satellites were launched on a Long
March-2C
2C carrier rocket. The satellites successfully
entered their preset orbit. The satellites will conduct
electromagnetic environmental probes and other
experiments. This is the third batch of the YaoganYaogan
30 project.
122.Typhoon Tembin has devastated which
whic country
and has killed more than 120 people with 160
missing?

1. China
2. South Africa
3. Philippines
4. Indonesia 5. Srilanka
Typhoon Tembin has devastated southern
Philippines and has killed more than 120 people
with 160 missing. Typhoon Tembin caused a series
of flash flooding and landslides in southern
Philippines. Island Mindanao is the most affected
part. Around 70,000 people were evacuated to safer
places. Emergency state was declared in many parts
on Mindanao. It is said that many villagers had
ignored
nored warning announcements. They failed to
leave coastal areas and riverbanks. This caused
great damage as people were swept away by flash
floods and landslides.
123.Which country hosted the Galym Zharylgapov
Boxing Tournament 2017?
1. China
2. India
3. Afghanistan
4. Pakistan
5. Kazakhstan
Indian boxers won 3 gold, 1 silver, and 1 bronze
medal at the Galym Zharylgapov Boxing
Tournament in Karaganda, Kazakhstan. Gold medal
winners: K Shyam Kumar (49kg), Naman Tanwar
(91kg) and Satish Kumar (+91kg). Silver medal was
won by Manish Kaushik (60kg). Bronze medal was
won by Mandeep Jangra in the middleweight (75kg)
category. Naman Tanwar was named the best boxer
of the tournament. The tournament saw
participation from five international and 15 local
teams, with a total of 154 boxers.
124.Which Arabian country hosted the world chess
tournament for the first time?
1. Iran
2. Iraq
3. Dubai
4. Saudi Arabia
5. Abudhabi
Saudi Arabia hosted a world chess tournament for
the first time at the APEX Convention Center in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The tournament is called the
King Salman World Rapid and Blitz Chess
Championships. It is conducted till 30th December
2017. Prizes worth $2 million would be awarded. It
has around 400 international players. 16 players are
participating
ing from Saudi Arabia. Also, a women’s
chess tournament is held along with the open
championship. Earlier in 2016, Saudi Arabi’s top
cleric, Grand Mufti Shaikh Abdul Aziz Al Shaikh,
said chess is “forbidden” in Islam as it wastes time
and leads to rivalry among players.
125.To which profession does Robbie Malinga
belongs to?
2. Musician 3. Athlete
1. Actor
4. Author
5. Researcher
Legendary South African musician Robbie Malinga
passed away. Robbie Malinga was 49 years old. It is
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said that he was suffering from
rom anemia. The cause
of his death has not yet been revealed. He retired as
a solo artist in 2016. His career spun over 20 years.
126.Who is heading the five-member
member committee
which is set up for technical and safety standards of
India’s pod taxi scheme (also
lso known as Personal
Rapid Transit – PRT)?
1. V S Viswanath
2. S K Dhramadhikari
3. A Ayengar
4. Sivashankar
5. Madhuvanan
The five-member
member committee headed by transport
expert S K Dhramadhikari, set up for technical and
safety standards of India’s pod taxi
xi scheme (also
known as Personal Rapid Transit – PRT) has
recommended to invite fresh bids incorporating
strictest safety standards on the lines of those
prescribed by an American body. Pod Taxi/PRT is
an advanced public transport using automated
electric pod cars that shuttles between destinations
in horizontally elevated trajectory. PRT is
considered to be a revolutionary mode of transport
aimed at reducing congestions on busy road
stretches. Besides, it is a green mode of transport.
Currently, such projects
ects are operational in London’s
Heathrow airport, Morgantown (in US) and Masdar
city (in UAE).
127.Which
Which state Government had decided to set up
a unique ‘Heritage Cabinet’ with an objective to
preserve the relics and monuments across the state?
1. Gujarat
2. Maharashtra 3. Madhya Pradesh
4. Goa
5. Odisha
Odisha State Government decided to set up a unique
‘Heritage Cabinet’ with an objective to preserve the
relics and monuments across the state. Odisha’s
‘Heritage Cabinet’ would be headed by Chief
Minister
ter Naveen Patnaik. Main aim of Heritage
Cabinet is to protect ancient monuments, temples
and archaeological sites across Odisha. On
December 26, 2017, Odisha State Cabinet approved
a proposal to bifurcate the tourism and culture
department. The Culture Department
partment will now be
renamed as Odia Language, Literature and Culture
Department. A decision has also been taken to set
up Odia Language Commission. Details pertaining
to this commission would be disclosed later.
128.Name
Name the state which inaugurated the Fibre
F
Grid project, aimed at providing high-speed
high
internet
service to every household in the state at affordable
rate.
1. Kerala
2. Karnataka
3. Bihar
4. Gujarat
5. Andhra Pradesh

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated AP Fibre
Grid Project in Amaravati, Andhra
An
Pradesh.
Chandrababu Naidu, the Chief Minister of Andhra
Pradeshwas also present at the inauguration event.
Andhra Pradesh Fibre Grid project, undertaken by
Andhra Pradesh State Government is aimed at
providing high-speed
speed internet service to every
household
sehold in the state at affordable rate. The fibre
grid will also offer telephone and television services
at nominal rates. Besides, Andhra Pradesh State
Government will use it for state-wide
state
surveillance
through more than 20000 closed-circuit
closed
cameras.
This project is being implemented by Andhra
Pradesh State Fibernet Limited (APSFL), which has
become the largest state government-owned
government
telecommunication company in India. Under this
project, APSFL has already laid over 23000 kms of
the total 55000 kms long Optical
Op
Fibre Cable in 13
districts of the Andhra Pradesh.
129.Which
Which Indian Armed Force had successfully
completed the ‘Mission Seven Summits’, a series of
mountaineering expedition to fly the Indian
tricolour and the IAF flag on the highest peaks in
every continent?
1. Indian Air Force
2. Indian Army
3. Indian Coastal Guards
4. Indian Navy
5. None of the Above
A team of Indian Air Force (IAF) mountaineers
successfully scaled Mt Vinson in Antarctica and
thereby completed ‘Mission Seven Summits’. In
2005, after
ter successfully scaling Mt Everest, IAF
had launched ‘Mission Seven Summits’, a series of
mountaineering expedition to fly the Indian
tricolour and the IAF flag on the highest peaks in
every continent. Expedition to scale Mt Vinson in
Antarctica was flagged
ed off on December 8, 2017.
IAF team that scaled Mt Vinson was led by Capt
RC Tripathi. IAF has thus become the first
organisation in India to accomplish this feat.
130.Which
Which Indian State inaugurated the centenary
conference of the Indian Economic Association
Associa
2017?
1. Telanagana
2. Odisha
3. Rajasthan
4. Andhra Pradesh 5. Punjab
President Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the
centenary conference of the Indian Economic
Association
in
Guntur,
Andhra Pradesh.
Overarching theme of the conference was ‘India’s
Development
lopment Experience’. The conference also had
five sub-themes
themes viz. ‘Pace and Pattern of
Development’, Monetary and Fiscal Issues in
Development Process’, ‘India and External World’,
‘Issues in Distribution’ and ‘Sectoral Performance
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in Agriculture, Manufacturing
uring and Service Sector’.
The conference was attended by several dignitaries
including Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, Governor of Andhra Pradesh,
E. S. L. Narasimhan, Former Governor of Reserve
Bank of India, Dr C. Rangarajan and Nobel
Laureate and Founder of the Grameen Bank,
Professor Muhammad Yunus from Bangladesh.
131.“Teesta
“Teesta Rangit Tourism festival” was
celebrated in which Indian city?
1. Darjeeling
2. Tripura
3. Panaji
4. Mumbai
5. Pondicherry
On 27th December 2017, the five-day
day Teesta Rangit
Tourism Festival 2017 started in Darjeeling. The
Teesta Rangit Tourism festival will be held in
separate phases in different places of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong districts. It will be held in Darjeeling
from December 27 to 29, in Kurseong
Kurseon from
December 28 to 29, in Kalimpong from December
29 to 30 and in Mirik from December 30 to 31. This
festival is organized by Gorkhaland Territorial
Administration (GTA) and Darjeeling state tourism
department and information and cultural affairs
department.
132.How
How many schools are selected by Atal
Innovation Mission (AIM) for the establishment of
Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs)?
3. 3000
1. 2500
2. 2441
4. 10000
5. 25000
Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has selected
additional 1500 Schools for establishment of Atal
Tinkering Labs (ATLs), thereby taking the total
number of schools selected so far to 2441. NITI
Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) is Indian
Government’s endeavour to promote a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship across Indian
schools, universities
ersities and industries. Vision of AIM
is to ‘Cultivate One Million children in India as the
Innovators of tomorrow’. Under AIM, Atal
Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) have been
established in schools across India to foster
curiosity, creativity and imagination
imaginatio in young
generation. Including these recently selected 1500
schools, the total 2441 schools have been selected
from over 25000+ applications.
133.Which
Which state government hosted the 25th
National Children Science Congress?
1. Maharashtra
2. Madhya Pradesh
Prades
3. Odisha
4. Rajasthan 5. Gujarat
On 27th December 2017, the 25th National
Children Science Congress begun in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat. The 25th National Children Science

Congress was inaugurated by Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani. This event is held till 31st
December 2017. The theme of the 25th National
Children Science Congress is: ‘Science and
Innovation for Sustainable Development’. The
event’s main focus will be on persons with
disabilities. Children and teachers from various
Asian countries are participating
icipating in this event. The
event consists of science exhibitions, hands-on
hands
demonstrations, presentations, poster session and
cultural programmes.
UNESCO recognizes Panama Hats which are
134.UNESCO
made of ____________ plant?
1. Areca Palm
2. Toquilla Palm
3. Queen Palm
4. Oil Palm 5. Sabal Palm
Cultural authorities at United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
have recognised the skill of Ecuadorian artisans
who make ‘Panama Hats’. The famous “Panama
hat” is a brimmed hat traditionally
tradit
made in Ecuador
from the straw of the South American toquilla palm
plant. Despite of being made in Ecuador, the hat got
its name after Panama, as they were sold in nearby
Panama to prospective miners travelling through
that country to California during
du
the Gold Rush. La
Pintada, a district about 170 km west of Panama
City is the main hub where these hats are made.
Making these hats is a family business in La
Pintada. These hats are an integral part of regional
outfits and are worn during traditional dances and
community festivities.
135.What
What is the estimated budget approved by
United Nations General Assembly for 2018-19?
2018
1. $8.397 billion
2. $7.397 billion
3. $6.397 billion
4. $5.397 billion
5. $4.397 billion
United Nations General Assembly approved the
regular budget of $5.397 billion for 2018-2019.
2018
This marks 5% cut (286 million dollar) as compared
to final budget approved for 20162016 2017. Budgetary
cut has been imposed on almost all Departments
and Offices of UN, including the Special Political
Missions.
sions. Besides, General Assembly has endorsed
the proposal to shift from the current biennial
planning and budgeting period to annual
programme budget (on a trial basis) from 2020.
136.Which
Which is India’s first payments app to cross
100 million downloads on Google Play Store?
1. Mobikwik
2. Airtel
3. Paytm
4. BHIM
5. Google Tez
Paytm announced that its app had passed the 100
million milestone on Google Play Store in the 2nd
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week of December 2017. Paytm has become India’s
first payments app to cross the 100 million
downloads milestone. The app offers online
recharges, bill payments, movie tickets booking,
travel booking etc. Paytm has also emerged as the
most preferred payments app in India. It enables
users to scan its QR code and pay at stores, petrol
pumps, multiplexes, restaurants etc.
137.Name
Name the automotive manufacturing company
which announced that it has entered into a
partnership with Delhi government to set up 12
automated driving test centres across the city.
1. Ashok Leyland
2. Bajaj Auto
3. Maruti Suzuki
4. Mahindra Navistar
5. Eicher Motors
Maruti Suzuki India announced that it has entered
into a partnership with Delhi government to set up
12 automated driving test centres across the city.
Maruti Suzuki India will invest approximately Rs
15 crore for setting up these centres. These centres
will have scientifically laid driving test tracks,
integrated IT systems and advanced high definition
cameras. Maruti Suzuki will set up the centres and
maintain them for three years, while Delhi
Government’s transport
ansport department will conduct the
tests at these centres and issue driving licenses to
eligible applicants. It is to be noted that Maruti
Suzuki India currently operates 430 Maruti Driving
Schools across India in partnership with its dealers.
Besides, it also manages six IDTRs (Institute of
Driving Training and Research) in partnership with
state governments.
Name the Singer who has been selected for
138.Name
2017 ‘Harivarasanam’ award, awarded by the
Kerala government?
1. Janaki
2. P Susheela 3. Swetha Mohan
4. Unni Krishnan
5. K S Chitra
Singer K S Chitra has been selected for 2017
‘Harivarasanam’ award, awarded by the Kerala
government. K S Chitra has been selected for
‘Harivarasanam’ award to honour her contribution
to spread the spirit of secularism, equanimity
equa
and
universal brotherhood. The ‘Harivarasanam’ award
consists of a cash prize of Rs 1 lakh, citation and a
plaque. K S Chitra will be given this award at a
function at Sabarimala Sannidhanam on January 14,
2018. Her selection was made by a panel headed
hea
by
Sabarimala high-power
power committee chairman Justice
(ret) S Sirijagan.
Who was awarded the People for the Ethical
139.Who
Treatment of Animals’ (PETA) 2017 Person of the
Year Award?

1. Priyanka Chopra 2. Salman Khan
3. Amir Khan
4. Anushka Sharma
5. Deepika Padukone
Actress Anushka Sharma has been awarded the
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals’
(PETA) 2017 Person of the Year Award. Anushka
Sharma has been awarded for her contributions to
animal welfare like protecting dogs from fireworks,
advocating
ing for horses forced to pull carriages in
Mumbai etc. She was named PETA’s Hottest
Vegetarian Celebrity in 2015. Recently she has
launched her cruelty-free
free NUSH clothing line. She
also launched a campaign called PAWsitive to
create awareness of the suffering
suffer
fireworks cause to
animals.
140.Which
Which city inaugurated “Mrs India-Pride
India
of
Nation 2017” contest?
1. Darjeeling 2. Mumbai
3. Pune
4. Patna
5. Gurgaon
Mayanka Patel and Poonam Gaur were crowned
Mrs India-Pride
Pride of Nation 2017 contest in two
different categories,
egories, in Gurgaon. Mayanka Patel
from Mumbai was named winner in Group A – 21
years to 34 years women’s category. Poonam Gaur
from Gurugram won the crown in Group B–
B 34
years to 45 years women’s category. The Mrs IndiaIndia
Pride of Nation 2017 contest was organised
or
by
Glamour Gurgaon. The Grand Finale consisted of 3
rounds and 61 contestants participated. Punjabi
actor Ihana Dhillon, and Telugu actor Payal Ghosh
were present in the jury for the finale event.
141.Who
Who was appointed the new Chief Secretary of
Kerala?
1. Blessy Thomas
2. Paul Antony
3. Arul Prakash
4. Anthony Samson
5. K S Vijayan
Paul Antony has been appointed as the next Chief
Secretary of Kerala. Paul Antony is an IAS Officer
of the 1983 batch. He will take charge as the Chief
Secretary of Kerala
ala on January 1, 2018. He will
work as Chief Secretary tillJune 27, 2018. He
replaces K.M. Abraham, who will retire on
December 31, 2017. Paul Antony is currently the
Additional Chief Secretary in charge of Industries,
Power, and Forest departments. He has
ha held various
posts like Collector of Kollam and Alappuzha,
chairman of the Cochin Port Trust, chairman and
managing director of KSEB Limited and the Kerala
State Civil Supplies Corporation.
142.Who
Who was appointed the Director General of
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)?
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1. Dhurav
2. Gautham 3. Abhay
4. Sanjay
5. Suresh
Senior IPS officer Abhay was appointed as Director
General of Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). Abhay
is currently working with the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF). He has been appointed as
Director General of Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) till November 18, 2019. His appointment
has been approved by the Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet. Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) issued his appointment order. This
post was vacant since R R Bhatnagar took charge as
Director General of CRPF in April 2017.
143.Which
Which country launched Zenit-2SB
Zenit
rocket
carrying Angosat-1,
1, the first national telecoms
satellite for Angola, from Baikonur space pad, in
Kazakhstan?
1. Russia
2. China
3. India
4. Japan
5. Canada
Russia launched Zenit-2SB
2SB rocket carrying
Angosat-1,
1, the first national telecoms satellite for
Angola, from Baikonur space pad, in Kazakhstan.
Angosat-11 has reached initial orbit. Angosat-1
Angosat was
carried to orbit by Zenit-2SB
2SB rocket. Zenit-2SB
Zenit
was
supplied by Yuzhmash, a Ukrainian maker. The
Angosat project was signed by Russia and Angola
in 2009. The project costs $280-million.
million. Angosat-1
Angosat
has been designed for a 15-year
year mission to enhance
satellite communications, Internet access, radio and
TV service. Nearly 50 Angolan aerospace engineers
will monitor the functioning of the satellite from a
control centre near Luanda.
What kind of species is “Desis bobmarleyi”?
144.What
1. Snake
2. Spider
3. Crocodile
4. Lizard
5. Chameleon
Researchers have discovered
ered a new water-adapted
water
species of spiders named ‘Desis bobmarleyi’ in
Queensland, Australia. The new spider species has
got its scientific name Desis bobmarleyi after singer
and songwriter Bob Marley. This research has been
published in the journal Evolutionary
tionary Systematics.
Both male and female spiders of this species are
seen in red-brown
brown colour. Their legs are orangeorange
brown colour and with dense layer of long, thin and
dark grey hair-like structures.
145.Ashok
Ashok Mattoo is related to which of the
following?
1. Guiarist
2. Racing
3. Literature
4. Research 5. Sports
Veteran sports administrator Ashok Kumar Mattoo
died following prolonged illness. Ashok Mattoo
was 75 years old. He is survived by his wife and

two daughters. He served as IABF (Indian Amateur
Boxing
ing Federation) President for 16 years. He was
also the first President of Hockey India. He also
worked as the Treasurer of the Indian Olympic
Association (IOA).
146.Who
Who created the first design for the cartoon ‘A
Wild Hare’, which is popularly known as Bugs
B
Bunny?
1. Bob Givens
2. Ben Jhonson
3. Christopher Bob 4. Harold Pinter
5. Tom Stoppard
Bob Givens, creator of Bugs Bunny, died due to
acute respiratory failure at Providence Saint Joseph
Medical Center in Burbank, California, US. Bob
Givens was an animator
imator for around 60 years. He has
worked with Walt Disney Studio, Warner Bros.,
Hanna-Barbera
Barbera and Jack Kinney. While working
with Warner Bros. he created the first design for the
cartoon ‘A Wild Hare’, which is popularly known
as Bugs Bunny.
147.National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws
(Special Provisions) Second (Amendment) Bill,
2017 is to extend the deadline of a law to protect
___________in Delhi?
1. Slums
2. Unauthorised Colonies
3. Ancient Buildings 4. 1 & 2 5. All the above
Lok Sabha passed National
Natio
Capital Territory of
Delhi Laws (Special Provisions) Second
(Amendment) Bill, 2017 to extend the deadline of a
law to protect slums and unauthorised colonies in
Delhi. The bill has granted immunity to slums and
some unauthorised constructions until December
Dec
31, 2020. Current immunity under National Capital
Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
Amendment Bill, 2014, passed by Parliament in
December 2014 was set to expire on December 31,
2017. National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws
(Special Provisions)
sions) Second (Amendment) Bill,
2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha by Housing and
Urban Development Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
on December 23, 2017. This immunity prevents any
punitive action till a framework for orderly
arrangements are in place.
148.In which
hich state the 2018 edition of Indian
Science Congress will be held at?
1. Mizoram
2. Bihar
3. Manipur
4. Maharashtra
5. Sikkim
2018 edition of Indian Science Congress will be
held at Manipur University in Imphal, Manipur in
March 2018. This will be the 105th edition of
Indian Science Congress. Initially, Indian Science
Congress 2018 was scheduled to be held at the
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Osmania University in Hyderabad, in the first week
of January 2018. However, it had to be moved on
account of security problems. ’Reaching the
Unreached Through Science and Technology’ will
be the focal theme of this event. Every year, this
event is attended by several students, Nobel
Laureates and scientists from India.

festival at Hyderabad. Telangana Tourism Secretary
Burra Venkatesham made this announcement.The
International Sweet Festival will exhibit more than
1,000 sweets. Only homemade sweets will be
displayedd in the festivals. Sweets from hotels will
be not featured. Sweets from foreign countries will
also be displayed in the festival.

149.Name
Name the country which provided medical
assistance worth about $1 million
ion to Yemen as part
of its commitment to provide humanitarian
assistance?
1. Pakistan
2. China
3. India
4. USA
5. Russia
India provided medical assistance worth about $1
million to Yemen as part of its commitment to
provide humanitarian assistance. At a token
t
handing
over ceremony held in New Delhi, Minister of State
for External Affairs, M.J. Akbar presented a box of
anti-cholera
cholera medicines to Yemeni Ambassador
Abdulmalik Abdullah Al-Eryani.
Eryani. This assistance
was provided in response to a request from the
Yemeni
meni government. In the past, India has helped
Yemen by providing food and medical assistance.
In August 2012 and March 2013, India provided
food assistance to Yemen in the form of rice and
wheat, each worth $2 million. Even in April 2015,
Indian Governmentt had extended medical
assistance to Yemen.

152.Which
Which Indian city inaugurated the 6th edition
of Global Kokan Festival to promote the
development of Konkan Region?
1. Navi Mumbai
2. Kolkata
3. Bangalore
4. Patna
5. Pune
The 6th edition of Global Kokan Festival will be
held at CIDCO Exhibition and Convention Center,
Vashi, Navi Mumbai from 6th to 10th January
2018. Union Minister for Commerce and Industry,
Suresh Prabhu will be the Guest of Honor at the
Global Kokan Festival 2018. It will be inaugurated
by Maharashtra Chief Minister, Devendra Fadnavis.
This festival is co-organized
organized by Make in India and
MTDC (Maharashtra Tourism Development
Corporation). This festival will contain seminars on
Make in Kokan, Advantage Kokan, Blue
Revolution and Tourism Conference. Painting and
photography exhibitions will also be held.

The government of India has planned to install
150.The
____________ in all passenger trains by March
2019?
1. Bio-toilets
2. Wifi
3. Restaurants
4. 2 & 3
5. All the above
The government announced that, it has planned
pla
installation of bio-toilets
toilets in all passenger trains to be
completed by March 2019. Minister of State for
Railways Rajen Gohain made the announcement in
Lok Sabha. He said that, railway workshops have
been ordered to mandatorily install bio-toilets
bio
in all
existing in-service
service eligible coaches that are
undergoing mid-life
life rehabilitation and periodical
overhaul. He also said that, retro-fitment
fitment of biobio
toilets in existing in-service
service coaches is also being
done to a certain extent.

153.The second India-Afghanistan
Afghanistan air cargo route
connecting _______and __________ was launched
by Afghan and
nd Indian officials at the Hamid Karzai
international airport, Kabul?
1. Herat and Mumbai
2. Jalalabad and Mumbai
3. Ghazni and Mumbai
4. Kabul and Mumbai
5. Kandahar and Mumbai
The second India-Afghanistan
Afghanistan air cargo route
connecting Kabul and Mumbai was launched
l
by
Afghan and Indian officials at the Hamid Karzai
international airport, Kabul. Deputy Chairman of
the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and
Industries, Khan Jan Alokozay, said that this air
cargo route will increase export of fresh fruits and
medicinal
inal plants from Afghanistan. The first KabulKabul
New Delhi air corridor was inaugurated by Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani in June 2017.

151.Which city will host the
he International Sweet
Festival from January 13 to 15, 2018?
1. Mumbai
2. Bangalore 3. Kolkata
4. Pune
5. Hyderabad
The International Sweet Festival will be hosted by
Hyderabad from January 13 to 15, 2018 at the
parade ground, Hyderabad. The International Sweet
Festival will coincide with the International Kite

154.Finance
Finance Ministry has notified the reduction in
interest rates on Small Saving Schemes for January
-March 2018 quarter too how many basis points as
compared to October- December 2017 quarter?
1. 25 2. 9
3. 15 4. 10 5. 20
Finance Ministry has notified the reduction in
interest rates on Small Saving Schemes for January
-March
March 2018 quarter by 20 basis points (0.2%) as
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compared to October- December 2017 quarter. The
latest reduction in interest rates applies to National
Savings Certificate (NSC), Kisan Vikas Patra
(KVP), Sukanya Samriddhi Account and Public
Provident Fund (PPF). However, interest on
investments in the five-year Senior
enior Citizens Savings
Scheme and savings deposits has been retained at3
per cent and 4 per cent respectively. Financial
experts expect the Commercial banks to follow suit
and lower the deposit rate. It is to be noted that,
since April 2016, interest rates on all small savings
schemes have been recalibrated on a quarterly basis.
155.As
As per a report by CARE Ratings, what is the
position of India on list of countries with highest
non-performing assets (NPA) levels?
1. Fifth
2. Fourth
3. Third
4. Second
5. First
As per a report by CARE Ratings, India has ranked
5th on list of countries with highest non-performing
non
assets (NPA) levels. The report classified countries
into four categories viz. countries having very low
levels of NPAs, countries having low levels of
NPAs, countries having medium levels of NPAs
and countries having high levels of NPAs. With an
NPA ratio of 9.85 percent, India has been placed in
fourth category i.e. of ‘high levels of NPAs’. Only
countries where NPAs scenario is worse than India
are Greece (36.67%), Italy (16.35%), Portugal
(15.52%), and Ireland (11.85%). Australia, Canada,
Republic of Korea, Hong Kong and the United
Kingdom have been placed in first category. NPA
ratio in all these countries is less than 1 per cent.
156.Which Public sector bank has announced that
its board has approved raising Rs 8000 crore to
meet Basel III capital norms?
1. Allahabad Bank
2. SBI 3. Canara Bank
4. Corporation Bank 5. Central Bank of India
India’s largest public sector bank, State Bank of
India (SBI) has announced that its board has
approved raising Rs 8000 crore to meet Basel III
capital norms. Approval has been given to raise the
specified quantum of fund from domestic and
international markets by issuing various debt
instruments including masala bonds.
nds. Bonds issued
outside India but denominated in Indian Rupees,
rather than the local currency are referred to as
Masala Bonds.
157.Securities
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
has decided to put how many % cross-shareholding
cross
cap in mutual funds in order
er to avoid the potential
conflict of interest?

1. 10%
2. 20%
3. 30%
4. 15%
5. 25%
Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is
considering putting a 10 per cent cross-shareholding
cross
cap in mutual funds in order to avoid the potential
conflict of interest.
est. If this proposal is approved by
SEBI’s board, any shareholder owning at least 10
per cent stake in an Asset Management Company
(AMC) will not be allowed to have a 10 per cent or
more stake in another mutual fund house operating
in India. This norm willl affect shareholding pattern
of UTI Asset Management Company (AMC), as
State Bank of India (SBI), Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC), Baroda of Baroda (BoB) and
Punjab National Bank (PNB)are having their own
mutual funds and are also holding 18.24 per cent
stake each in UTI AMC.
158.Name
Name the Writer, who was felicitated by the
Writers and Publishers of Sri Lanka for his
contribution to children’s literature, at a function
held in Colombo, Sri Lanka?
1. Ruskin Bond
2. Sukumar Ray
3. Rudyard Kipling 4. Chand Prem
P
5. Ramendra Kumar
Writer Ramendra Kumar, was felicitated by the
Writers and Publishers of Sri Lanka for his
contribution to children’s literature, at a function
held in Colombo, Sri Lanka. Ramendra Kumar’s
works have been translated into 14 Indian and 13
foreign languages. His works also appear in school
text books in India and other countries also. At the
felicitation ceremony, his book Dilemma and other
stories was also released. This is his fourth book in
Sinhala. Eminent personalities like Deshabandhu
Deshaband
Sirisunama Godage, award winning publisher and
Bobby G Boteju, renowned translator were present
at the function.
Who has been made the president of African
159.Who
Parks, a conservation group which manages wildlife
areas in Africa?
1. Prince Tom
2. Prince Prem
3. Prince Mark
4. Prince Harry
5. Prince Twain
Prince Harry has been made the president of
African Parks, a conservation group which manages
wildlife areas in Africa. Prince Harry’s role will be
to protect Africa’s natural heritage and support
wildlife
ife and communities that live around
conservation areas. African Parks has praised Prince
Harry’s earlier work of relocation of elephants in
Malawi and installation of GPS collars on lions to
keep them protected.
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160.Which
Which Indian company announced Motofumi
Motofum
Shitara as group chairman with effect from 1st
January 2018?
1. Maruti Suzuki
2. Eicher Motors
3. Yamaha Motor 4. Ford
5. Tata Motors
Yamaha Motor India group announced Motofumi
Shitara as group chairman with effect from 1st
January 2018. Motofumi Shitara
ra will also serve as
the Managing Director of Yamaha Motor India Pvt.
Ltd. and Managing Director of Yamaha Motor India
Sales Pvt. Ltd. His appointment comes after the
departure of Hiroaki Fujita, chairman of Yamaha
Motor India group and Masaki Asano, managing
mana
director of Yamaha Motor India sales.
161.Who
Who took charge as Zimbabwe’s vice president
in Harare, Zimbabwe?
1. Babiker Awadalla 2. Yasuhiro Nakasone
3. Hyun Soong-jong 4. Constantino Chiwenga
5. Valentine Richard
Constantino Chiwenga took charge as Zimbabwe’s
Z
vice president in Harare, Zimbabwe. Constantino
Chiwenga is 61 years old. He is a retired army
chief. Zimbabwe president Emmerson Mnangagwa,
government officials, traditional leaders, military
and police chiefs attended the swearing-in
swearing
ceremony. Recently, Constantino Chiwenga along
with the army took control of the country and
played an important role in helping the new
president Emmerson Mnangagwa take charge after
previous president Robert Mugabe’s 37 year rule
ended.
162.Name the App developed by ICAR-National
ICAR
Institute of Veterinary Epidemiology and Disease
Informatics (ICAR-NIVEDI),
NIVEDI), which will provide
information on clinical samples for diagnosis?
1. Livestock Disease-Info
Info Forewarning
2. Livestock Disease Forewarning
3. Livestock Epidemiology Forewarning
4. Livestock Disease Warning
5. Livestock Diagnosis Forewarning
Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister,
Radha Mohan Singh released the Livestock Disease
Forewarning – Mobile Application (LDF-Mobile
(LDF
App). The LDF Mobile app was developed
develop
by
ICAR-National
National
Institute
of
Veterinary
Epidemiology and Disease Informatics (ICAR(ICAR
NIVEDI). The app uses Monthly Bulletin system to
send out early warning. The app will also provide
information on clinical samples for diagnosis. This
would help to take immediate action in case of an
epidemic. This app will work in Android
smartphones. It will consume 2.5 MB space.

163.From
From which Island, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) successfully
test fired an Advanced Area Defence (AAD)
interceptor
ceptor missile from defence test facility?
1. Kalam Island, Odisha
2. Pamban Island, Rameshwaram
3. Diu Island, Gujarat
4. Interview Island, Andaman
5. Hope Island, Bay of Bengal
Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) successfully test fired an Advanced Area
Defence (AAD) interceptor missile from defence
test facility on Kalam Island, Odisha. The target
missile of the interceptor missile was a modified
version of Prithvi-II.
II. The target missile was
launched from a Launching Complex of the
Integrated
rated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur. The
interceptor missile destroyed the target missile in
mid-air, in an endo-atmospheric
atmospheric altitude less than
30 km. This AAD interceptor missile can destroy
incoming enemy ballistic missiles at an altitude of
30 km.
Name the blind fish type which has been
164.Name
discovered in East Jaintia Hills district of
Meghalaya?
1. Blind Electric Ray
2. Myxine Glutinosa
3. Schistura larketensis
4. Myxine Circifrons
5. Amblyopsidae
A new species of blind fish “Schistura larketensis”
has been discovered in East Jaintia Hills district of
Meghalaya. Schistura larketensis has been named
after Larket village, where it was found in a cave.
The research has been published in the journal
Zootaxa. The research team includes scholars from
the Gauhati
ati University and the North Eastern Hill
University. The fish had lost its pigments and eye
sight after living in the darkness of the cave.
In which Indian city, the 61st National
165.In
Shooting Championship Competitions (NSCC), had
taken place?
1. Trivandrum, Kerala
2. Kochi, Kerala
3. Mumbai, Maharashtra 4. Bangalore. Karnataka
5. Bhubaneswar, Odisha
Anisa Sayyed won the women’s 25m pistol gold
with a new national record at the 61st National
Shooting Championship Competitions (NSCC), in
Trivandrum, Kerala.
ala. Anisa Sayyed created a new
national record at the finals with score of 33. Also,
she won over Shital Shivaji Thorat and Rahi
Sarnobat who won the silver and bronze medals
respectively. In the junior women’s 25m pistol,
Chinki Yadav from Haryana won gold
go medal with
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another finals national record by scoring 31. Anisa
Sayyed also hails from Haryana.
166.By
By defeating Zimbabwe, which country won
the first four-day
day test cricket match by an innings
and 20 runs at St George’s Park?
1. South Africa
2. New Zealand
and
3. Australia
4. Srilanka
5. Pakistan
South Africa won over Zimbabwe on the second
day of the first four-day
day test cricket match by an
innings and 20 runs at St George’s Park, in South
Africa. The International Cricket Council had given
permission to Cricket
icket South Africa to conduct a
four-day
day test match. This is the first test match after
1972/73 to be held for four days. South Africa won
over Zimbabwe on the second day and winded up
the match earlier which was supposed to last for
four days.
167.Who is Alfie Curtis?
1. Actor
2. Writer
3. Racer
4. Athlete
5. Scientist
London based actor Alfie Curtis passed away. Alfie
Curtis was 87 years old. The cause of his death has
not yet been revealed. He played the character of Dr
Evazan in the 2016 Star Wars film Rogue One. His
other important work is the movie ‘The Elephant
Man’ which came out in 1980.
168.To tackle stubble burning, the Union Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
approved a regional project on ‘Climate Resilience
Building among Farmers
ers through Crop Residue
Management’ under the National Adaptation Fund
for Climate Change (NAFCC). The first phase of
the project will cover which of the below given
states?
1. Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
2. Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh
h and
Rajasthan
3. Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Sikkim
4. Tripura, Manipur, Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh
5. Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Odisha
Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change approved a regional project on ‘Climate
Resilience
ence Building among Farmers through Crop
Residue Management’ under the National
Adaptation Fund for Climate Change (NAFCC).
This project aims to contain the problem of
stubble/crop residue burning which has intensified
during recent years in Punjab, Haryana
Haryan and Uttar
Pradesh. Stubble burning results in deterioration of
air quality in surrounding region and thereby poses
a serious health hazard. The project will be initiated
with awareness generation among farmers.

Following the awareness generation drive, capacity
c
building activities will be undertaken to encourage
farmers to adopt alternate practices. Besides,
various technology-based
based interventions will be
resorted to for managing crop residue. Approval has
been granted for first phase of the project covering
coveri
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan.
169.To report any violation of programme and
advertising codes by TV channels, the Government
has set up a _____________________________ to
monitor content telecast on private TV channels?
1. Electronic Content
tent Monitoring Hub
2. Electronic Content Monitoring Centre
3. Electronic Media Monitoring Hub
4. Electronic Channel Monitoring Centre
5. Electronic Media Monitoring Centre
Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
has set up an inter-ministerial
ministerial committee
comm
to look
into complaints of violation of programme and
advertising codes by TV channels. The interinter
ministerial committee has representatives from the
ministries of defence, home affairs, external affairs,
women and child development, law, health and
family
amily welfare, information & broadcasting,
consumer affairs and a representative from
Advertising Standards Authority of India.
Government has set up an Electronic Media
Monitoring Centre (EMMC) to monitor content
telecast on private TV channels. Task of EMMC
E
is
to report any violation of programme and
advertising codes. The above stated information
was provided in Lok Sabha by Minister of state for
information and broadcasting, Rajyavardhan
Rathore.
170.Which state became the first state to offer free
power
er to farmers 24 hours a day?
1. Odisha
2. Telangana
3. Goa
4. Andhra Pradesh
5. Karnataka
From January 1, 2018, farmers in Telangana will
get 24-hour
hour free power supply. This is a first of its
kind initiative, undertaken by Telangana State
Government whichh will benefit 23 lakh farmers in
Telangana. Electricity supply is of utmost
importance for farmers who use motorised pumps
for irrigation. Supplying free 24-hour
24
electricity to
all farmers in the state will create an overall power
demand of 11000 MW which will be fully met by
March 2018. Power utilities in Telangana have
spent Rs 12610 crore in setting up new power lines,
transformers and sub-stations
stations for this purpose.
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171.Which state got the maximum compensation to
make up for revenue loss on account of Goods and
Services Tax (GST) implementation?
1. Kerala
2. Gujarat
3. Maharashtra
4. Karnataka 5. Sikkim
Central Government has released Rs. 24500 crore
compensation to states to make up for revenue loss
on account of Goods and Services Tax (GST)
implementation.
tion. This compensation is for the period
between July-October
October 2017. Karnataka got
maximum compensation (Rs 3271 crore) followed
by Gujarat (Rs 2282 crore) and Punjab (Rs 2098
crore). The other states that required huge amount
of compensation include Rajasthan
than (Rs 1911 crore),
Bihar (Rs 1746 crore), Uttar Pradesh (Rs 1520
crore), West Bengal (Rs 1008 crore) and Odisha (Rs
1,020 crore). This compensation comes from cess
(on top of the highest tax rate of 28 %) on luxury,
demerit and sin goods.
172.In which state, the ‘Ekatm Yatra’ was
launched?
2. Maharashtra
1. Gujarat
3. Madhya Pradesh 4. Bihar
5. Jharkhand
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan flagged off ‘Adi Shakara Sandesh Vahini’,
from a place near Piravom, Kerala. This mobile
museum, showcases
howcases various aspects of the life of
Adi Shankaracharya, an early 8th century Indian
philosopher and theologian who consolidated the
doctrine of Advaita Vedanta. The mobile museum
would cover various places including Kalady,
Udupi, Dharmasthala and Sringeri.
geri. It will reach
Omkareshwar in Madhya Pradesh on January 22,
2017 where a 108-feet
feet high Ashtadhatu statue of the
saint would be installed. It is a part of ‘Ekatm
Yatra’ launched by the Madhya Pradesh
government to collect metal pieces for installing a
108-feet
feet tall statue of Adi Shankaracharya at
Omkareshwar, Madhya Pradesh. ’Ekatm Yatra’,
launched on December 19, 2017, would traverse
through Indore, Dewas, Rajgarh, Guna, Ashok
Nagar, Shivpuri, Sheopur, Morena, Bhind, Gwalior
and Datia in Madhya Pradesh and would culminate
at Omkareshwar on January 22, 2017.
173.Which Indian city hosted the 78th session of
the Indian History Congress?
1. Bangalore 2. Kolkata
3. Mumbai
4. Patna
5. Pune
On 28th December 2017, the 78th session of the
Indian History Congresss started at the Jadavpur
University campus, in Kolkata. The 78th session of
Indian History Congress is held for three days. It
consists of 6 sections – Ancient India, Medieval

India, Modern India, Countries Other than India,
Archaeology and Contemporary India.
I
It also stages
speeches of famous historians Irfan Habib and
Romila Thapar. West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee also addresses the congress. Main
focus of the Indian History Congress is promotion
and encouragement of scientific study of Indian
History, holding Congresses and publishing of the
proceedings, bulletins, memoirs, journals etc.
174.Which Indian state celebrated Orange Festival
of Music and Adventure?
1. Tripura
2. Nagaland 3. Sikkim
4. Tripura
5. Arunachal Pradesh
Orange Festival of Music and Adventure was held
in Dambuk village of Arunachal Pradesh. Dambuk
produces some of the best oranges of India. This is
the reason for naming this festival as orange
festival. Director of the Orange festival was Abu
Tayeng. Musical bands from India
Indi and other
countries participated. Some of them are Rain in
Sahara, Humsafar Moscow, Fame the Band,
Tangerine Dream, etc.The Orange festival is
supported by Arunachal Pradesh Tourism
Department. Adventure sports like JK Tyre Orange
4X4 Fury were also held during the festival.
175.‘Modi Kaka Ka Gaon’, a Hindi feature film
inspired by Prime Minsiter Narendra Modi was
directed by ______________?
1. Shyam Benegal
2. Ashutosh Gowarikar
3. Vishal Bhardwaj 4. Srijit Mukherji
5. Tushar A. Goel
‘Modi Kaka Ka Gaon’,, a Hindi feature film inspired
by Prime Minsiter Narendra Modi was released all
over India. The film is directed by Tushar A. Goel.
The character of Narendra Modi is played by
Mumbai businessman Vikas Mahante. The music
for the film was composed by Manojanand
Manoja
Choudhary. This film is said be inspired by
Narendra Modi’s development plans for India. This
film was granted censor certification by Central
Board of Film Certification (CBFC) in November
2017.
176.Which country has launched the world’s largest
human
an genome research project to document the
genetic makeup of one lakh people?
1. Canada
2. India
3. China
4. Japan
5. Russia
China has launched the world’s largest human
genome research project to document the genetic
makeup of one lakh people. The objective
objecti of this
project is to detect the genetic links between health
and sickness and use that information to generate
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precision medicines for the future. The project
envisages decoding the hereditary information
contained in each of the 25000 known human
genes.
s. One person from different ethnic
backgrounds and regions across China have been
selected to be a part of this project. The project will
be executed in four stages viz. collecting,
sequencing gene samples, gathering the data and
sharing the findings. Genee sequencing and analysis
is expected to be completed within four years.
177.As a part of the preparation for Mars
Exploration Mission, Which country will build a
Martian village (simulating the environmental
conditions on Mars)?
1. Japan
2. USA
3. Australia
Austra
4. China
5. Argentina
As a part of its preparation for Mars Exploration
Mission, China will build a Martian village
(simulating the environmental conditions on Mars)
in Qinghai Province. The upcoming Martian village
will be constructed in the red rock area of the
Qaidam basin in western Qinghai. Owing to the red
rocky area, Qaidam basin is recognised as “the most
Martian place on Earth.” The Martian Village will
be spread across 702 hectares of land and will entail
an investment of USD 130 million.
178.Which
.Which is the first country to introduce
photovoltaic road fitted with solar panels?
1. Spain
2. Iraq
3. France
4. Iran
5. Israel
China has successfully tested its first photovoltaic
highway constructed in Shandong province. China’s
photovoltaic highway is based on home-grown
home
technology using solar panels which have a thin
sheet of clear concrete on top of them. The 11
kilometer stretch of solar-power
power highway has a
surface area of 5875 square meters. The solar-power
solar
stretch constitutes three layers viz. insulator
in
(at
bottom), photovoltaic device in middle and
protective transparent concrete layer on top.
Electricity generated through photovoltaic highway
will be transmitted to China’s national power grid.
In 2016, France became the first country to
introducee photovoltaic road fitted with solar panels.
179.Name the International investment firm that has
received an approval from Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to start an asset reconstruction company
(ARC) in India and has thereby become the first
foreign investor
or to fully own ARC in India?
1. KKR & Co
2. JPMorgan Chase
3. Goldman Sachs
4. Morgan Stanley
5. Deutscheb Bank

International investment firm, KKR & Co has
received an approval from Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) to start an asset reconstruction company
(ARC)
C) in India and has thereby become the first
foreign investor to fully own ARC in India. Asset
Reconstruction Company is a financial entity that
buys the non-performing
performing assets (NPAs) or bad
assets from banks and financial institutions at a
mutually agreed value and tries to revive it by using
specialised knowledge and expertise. ARCs help
banks/financial institution to get rid of NPAs and
focus on their core business rather than chasing
defaulters. In a bid to tackle the mounting NPAs
problem in Indian banking
ing system, in May 2016,
Indian Government allowed foreign institutions to
have 100% ownership in asset reconstruction
companies in India. KKR is known for its big ticket
financing and private equity deals in India. It is
planning to deploy a major portion from its Asia
fund for buying troubled assets in India.
180.Name the India’s first app-based
app
wallet that
enables bitcoin transactions using a mobile number?
1. Neo qtum
2. Omisego 3. Ripple
4. Ethereum
5. Pluto Exchange
Pluto Exchange, a Dubai-based
Dubai
cryptocurrency
dealer has announced the launch of India’s first
mobile application for transacting in virtual
currencies. Pluto Exchange’s app will be India’s
first app-based
based wallet that enables bitcoin
transactions using a mobile number. Users of Pluto
Exchange’s
ange’s app will be able to buy, sell, store and
spend bitcoins via a mobile by number using a fourfour
digit personal identification number (PIN). The app
would also permit a range of transactions including
payments,
business-to
to-business
commerce,
remittances, asset management supply chain finance
and trading. In the context of this news, it is
important to note that crypto currencies including
Bitcoin are decentralised digital currencies which
are not backed by any Sovereign Government,
Central Bank or monetaryy authority.
181.Who was awarded the Globe Soccer’s Best
Player award 2017, in Dubai?
1. Lionel Messi
2. Cristiano Ronaldo
3. Neymar
4. Wayne Rooney
5. Peter Crouch
Cristiano Ronaldo of Real Madrid was awarded the
Globe Soccer’s Best Player award, in Dubai.
Dub
Cristiano Ronaldo has won the Globe Soccer’s Best
Player award for the second consecutive year and
fourth time overall. Also, Real Madrid club was
named the best club of the year. Also, Real Madrid
coach Zinedine Zidane was given the best coach
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award. The event was organised by the Dubai
Sports Council. Cristiano Ronaldo was not able to
attend the event in person, he appeared through
video call.
182.Who was appointed the Director General
(Investigation) in National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC)?
1. Gurbachan Singh 2. Sathya Narayanan
3. Jagdish Chand
4. Cyriac Joseph
5. D Murugesan
Senior IPS officer Gurbachan Singh was appointed
the Director General (Investigation) in National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC). Gurbachan
Singh is a 1984 batch Indian Police
ce Service (IPS)
officer of Odisha cadre. He has been appointed as
Director General (Investigation) in National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) till December 31,
2018 (till his superannuation). Gurbachan Singh is
currently working as Special Director in
Intelligence Bureau.
183.Who was appointed the Additional Chief
Secretary-cum-Principal
Principal Secretary to the Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister?
1. Jyotika Kalra
2. Ram Shankar Katheria
3. Nand Kumar Sai 4. Syed Hasan Rizvi
5. Manisha Nanda
Senior IAS officer Manisha
ha Nanda was appointed
as Additional Chief Secretary-cum-Principal
Secretary
Secretary to the Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister.
Manisha Nanda is a 1985 batch IAS Officer of the
Himachal Pradesh cadre. She is currently the
Additional Chief Secretary, Town and Country
Planning, Housing and Urban Development. She
has been appointed as the Additional Chief
Secretary-cum-Principal
Principal Secretary to the Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur.
184.Who has been elected the new Liberian
President?
1. John Bassa
2. Dechontee
3. Forte Janjay
4. George Weah
5. Tomah Monji
Former football player George Weah has been
elected as Liberian President. George Weah won the
Liberian presidential election. He won 61.5 % of the
vote (based on 98.1% of ballots cast) and defeated
Vice-president
esident Joseph Boakai. George Weah
replaces Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as Liberian president.
George Weah is 51 years old. He is the only African
football player to have won FIFA World Player of
the Year award and Ballon D’Or award. He entered
politics in 2002, after retiring as a football player.

185.Who was been appointed the joint secretary in
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister,
EAC-PM?
1. Ranganath Misra 2. M N Venkatachaliah
3. J S Verma
4. Sumita Misra
5. S Rajendra Babu
Senior bureaucrat Sumita
ita Misra has been appointed
as joint secretary in Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister, EAC--PM. Sumita Misra is 1990
batch IAS officer of Haryana cadre. She has been
appointed to this post for a period of five years.
EAC-PM
PM was set up in September
Septem
2017. Its task is
to analyse all critical issues, economic or otherwise,
that are referred to it by the Prime Minister and
offer advise on the same. Dr. Bibek Debroy,
Member of NITI Aayog is the Chairman of EACEAC
PM, while Ratan P. Watal, Principal Adviser
Advis of
NITI Aayog is the Member Secretary. Dr. Surjit
Bhalla, Dr. Rathin Roy and Dr. Ashima Goyal are
part time members of this council.
186.Which space Agency has scheduled to launch
the Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope
(WFIRST) in the middle of 2020?
1. NASA
2. UK Space Agency 3. Roscosmos
4. JAXA
5. ISRO
NASA has scheduled to launch the Wide Field
Infrared Survey Telescope (WFIRST) in the middle
of 2020. WFIRST has a 300-megapixel
300
Wide Field
Instrument. This will capture the sky area 100 times
larger than the previous Hubble telescope. WFIRST
will study about dark energy. The Wide Field
Instrument will also enable WFIRST to measure
matter in hundreds of millions of distant galaxies
through a phenomenon stated in Einstein’s relativity
theory. WFIRST will
ll picture how matter is
structured throughout the universe. This will help
scientists to test the governing physics of the
assembly of universe.
187.In which Indian city, the Association of Indian
Football Coaches was launched at?
1. Kolkata
2. Mumbai 3. Patna
4. Pune
5. Srinagar
The Association of Indian Football Coaches (AIFC)
was launched at the Andheri Sports Complex, in
Mumbai. The objective of Association of Indian
Football Coaches (AIFC) is to create a platform for
the development of football coaches
coach
and their
welfare. The AIFC has been recognized by the All
India Football Federation (AIFF). AIFC will
support AIFF to conduct AFC coaching license
courses, refresher courses and work for coach
education. AIFC is supported by Sporting Lions
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Foundation, owned by Lions Club of Bombay
Willingdon Crescent Charity trust.
188.Who won World Rapid Championship (WRC)
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia?
1. Magnus Carlsen
2. Garry Kasparov
3. Viswanathan Anand
4. Bobby Fischer
5. Levon Aronian
Viswanathan
Anand
won
World
Ra
Rapid
Championship (WRC) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
India’s Viswanathan Anand defeated Russia’s
Vladimir Fedoseev in the final of the World Rapid
Championship (WRC) in a tie breaker.
Vishwanathan Anand beat Vladimir Fedoseev 2-0
2
in a two-game tie-break and won the title. He last
won this title in 2003.
189.Who broke Guinness World Record in yoga
marathon by performing the longest yoga
marathon?
1. Kavitha Bharanidaran 2. Anatoly Karpov
3. Boris Spassky
4. Fabiano Preethy
5. Veselin Topsy
Kavitha Bharanidaran broke Guinness World
Record in yoga marathon by performing the longest
yoga marathon. Kavitha Bharanidaran hails from
Chennai. She is mother of a 3 and a half year old
kid. She started performing yoga on 23rdDecember
2017 at 7 am and broke the record by doing
do
the
longest yoga marathon at 02:02 am on 28th
December 2017. She has broken the record that was
created by Pradnya Patil of Nashik. She is still
continuing the marathon and has planned to
continue it till 30th December 2017 to create a new
record.
190.With
.With which sport Hoshang Dadiba Amroliwala
is associated with?
1. Hockey
2. Cricket
3. Football
4. Volleyball 5. Badminton
Hoshang Dadiba Amroliwala, former cricketer,
passed away due to age related health issues.
Hoshang Dadiba Amroliwala was 86 years old.
o He
was a right-hand batsman and leg-spinner.
spinner. He has
played 44 first class matches. He had played in
Ranji Trophy for Bombay Cricket Association. He
had also represented the Parsi cyclists club in
1950s-60s.
191.To which Profession does Daljit Singh belongs
be
to?
3. Researcher
1. Scientist
2. Doctor
4. Athlete
5. Teacher
Noted ophthalmologist Dr Daljit Singh passed away
following brief illness, at a private hospital, in

Amritsar, Punjab. Dr Daljit Singh is named a
pioneer of lens implant surgery. He was born
b
on
October 11, 1934, in Amritsar. He served as a
general practitioner in rural areas. He had worked at
Government Medical College, Patiala, for five
years. He had received Padma Shri award for his
service to medical science in 1987.
192.Eighteenth Meeting
ting of the Financial Stability
and Development Council (FSDC), focussed on
_____________________?
1. Farmers
2. Pre-Budget
Budget 2018-19
2018
3. Fishermen 4. Government Holidays 2018-19
2018
5. Indian Armed Forces Allocation 2018-19
2018
Eighteenth Meeting of the Financial Stability
St
and
Development Council (FSDC) was held in New
Delhi on December 29, 2017 under the
Chairmanship of the Union Minister of Finance,
Arun Jaitley. The meeting focused on pre-Budget
pre
2018-19
19 consultations with the heads of financial
sector regulators. Regulators presented their
proposals for the Union Budget 2018-19
2018
in context
of the developments in their respective functional
areas.
FSDC
has
advised
concerned
Ministries/Departments to examine these proposals
in detail for appropriate further decision. The
meeting was also attended by senior officers of the
Government of India.
193.Which city Police has issued a notification that
imposes a ban on public display of weapons,
effective from 2 January 2018 to 1 January 2019?
1. Pune
2. Patna
3. Amaravati
4. Hyderabad 5. Kolkata
Kolkata Police has issued a notification that
imposes a ban on public display of weapons in
Kolkata, effective from 2 January 2018 to 1 January
2019. This notification was issued by the Police
Commissioner Rajeev Kumar. It bans carrying
carryi of
swords, spears, bludgeons, etc. in any public place
in the Kolkata town or in its suburb regions. The
ban excludes persons exempted from certain
provisions of the Arms Act and Rules, person who
has permit from Commissioner of Police, Kolkata,
and weapons
pons covered under the Arms Act, 1959.
194.In which Indian city, Nirmala Sitharaman
inaugurated the Centre for Entrepreneurship
Opportunities and Learning (CEOL)?
1. Mysore
2. Bangalore 3. Mangaluru
4. Mumbai
5. Guwahati
Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the Centre for
Entrepreneurship Opportunities and Learning
(CEOL), in Mallikatte, Mangaluru. The Centre for
Entrepreneurship Opportunities and Learning
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(CEOL) is aimed to promote Startup India initiative
in India. This centre is a part of the ‘Startup Coast’
project. When Nirmala Sitharaman was commerce
and industry minister, she initiated this project using
her Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS) fund. This centre
would create suitable ecosystem for startups and
help generation of jobs.
s. This centre is capable of
hosting up to 70 entrepreneurs.
195.Which state Government signed a MoU with
Central Government for the 2nd phase of Bharat
Net project?
1. Punjab
2. Haryana
3. Bihar
4. Odisha
5. Chhattisgarh
The Chhattisgarh Government signed
signe a MoU with
Central Government for the 2nd phase of Bharat
Net project. A four-party
party agreement was signed by
the union telecommunications department, Bharat
Broadband
Network
Limited
(BBNL),
Chhattisgarh’s Information and Technology
Department and Chhattisgarh
sgarh Infotech Promotion
Society (ChIPS). 32,466 km of optical fiber cable
will be laid in 5987 Gram Panchayats of
Chhattisgarh. The estimated cost for this is Rs 1624
crore. Manoj Sinha, Union Minister of State for
Telecommunications, said that Chhattisgarh
Chhattisga is the
first state in India to use ring architecture
technology to connect village panchayats by optical
fiber.
196.Union Shipping Minister, Nitin Gadkari
flagged off cargo movement on the Pandu-Dhubri
Pandu
route (on National Waterway 2) along which River
in Assam?
1. Barak
2. Manas
3. Dihing
4. Brahmaputra
5. Lohit
Union Shipping Minister, Nitin Gadkari flagged off
cargo movement on the Pandu-Dhubri
Dhubri route (on
National Waterway 2) along the Brahmaputra River
in Assam. Mr. Gadkari stated that transportation of
o
cargo through Pandu-Dhubri
Dhubri route will reduce
logistics cost and save 300 km road travel. In recent
years, Central Government has undertaken
initiatives to tap the potential of India’s 14500 kms
of waterways. Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI) is working towards enabling regular cargo
movement through inland waterways under the
Sagarmala programme.
197.In which state, the Chief Minister launched
skill development training centres across the state?
1. Manipur
2. Mizoram 3. Assam
4. Nagaland 5. Sikkim

Assam Chief Minister, Sarbananda Sonowal
launched skill development training centres across
the state. Mr. Sonowal launched the centres at a
programme organized by Department of Skill,
Employment and Entrepreneurship at Srimanta
Sankardev Kalakshetra in Guwahati. Assam State
Government has already signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the Government of
Singapore for setting up a skill development centre
having international standard at Mangaldoi. Over
10000 Assamese youth would undergo training in
this centre. Assam State Government would also set
up foreign language learning centres across the state
which would help the youth in seeking job
opportunities abroad.
198.Under BharatNet project Central Government
has approved how many crores for providing
pr
internet connectivity to people in all gram
panchayats (GPs)?
1. Rs. 4066 crore
2. Rs. 5066 crore
3. Rs. 6066 crore
4. Rs. 7066 crore
5. Rs. 8066 crore
Communication Minister of State (Independent
Charge), Manoj Sinha informed the Parliament that
Central
entral Government has approvedRs. 4066 crore
for providing internet connectivity to people in all
gram panchayats (GPs) under BharatNet project.
BharatNet Project, was launched by Central
Government in October, 2011 with an aim to deploy
high-speed optical fibre cables across rural areas of
India.Its ultimate goal is to provide broadband
connectivity to all 2.5 Lakh Gram Panchayats in
India. The project is being implemented by Bharat
Broadband Network Ltd (BBNL), a special purpose
vehicle (SPV). Government has set a target to
connect all GPs with high-speed
high
broadband by
March 2019.
199.Which country had decided to set up a new
hydropower project of over 700 megawatts in
Pakistan-occupied
occupied Kashmir (PoK)?
1. India
2. Pakistan 3. China
4. USA
5. Russia
Pakistan’s
’s Government has decided to set up a new
hydropower project of over 700 megawatts in
Pakistan-occupied
occupied Kashmir (PoK). The project has
been named Azad Pattan Hydropower Project
(APHP). It is a run of river scheme on Jhelum River
located in the Sudhanoti district
di
of PoK. The project
will cost USD 1.51 billion. Funding will be
procured from foreign entities. It is expected to be
completed by 2022. Post completion, the project
will generate 3258 GWh power, which is nearly 3
per cent of the Pakistan’s annual generation.
ge
For
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this project, Pakistan Government authorities have
sought an import tariff at Rs. 8.05 per kilowatts.
200.Central Government has infused over Rs. 7500
crore equity capital in which of the below given
stressed public sector banks?
1. Bank of India, Central Bank of India
2. Dena Bank, IDBI Bank
3. Bank of Maharashtra and UCO Bank
4. All the above
5. None of these
Central Government has infused over Rs. 7500
crore equity capital in six stressed public sector
banks (PSBs). These six banks are Bank
Ban of India,
Central Bank of India, Dena Bank, IDBI Bank,
Bank of Maharashtra and UCO Bank. There was a
need for capital infusion as some of these PSBs
could have breached the minimum regulatory
capital requirement, as mandated by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), at the end of the third quarter
i.e. on December 31, 2017. As per RBI norms,
Banks have to maintain minimum 9% capital
adequacy ratio (CAR). Capital adequacy ratio
(CAR) is a measure of a bank’s capital, expressed
as a percentage of a bank’s risk weighted
we
credit
exposures. Higher CAR reflects bank’s strength and
ability to absorb losses. As per RBI data, capital
adequacy ratio of PSBs as on September 30, 2017
was 12.2%.
201.Which Bank announced a partnership with Abu
Dhabi-based
based LuLu Exchange to leverage
lev
blockchain
technology
for
cross
cross-border
remittances?
1. Federal bank
2. Dena bank
3. IDBI bank
4. HDFC bank
5. IOB bank
Federal Bank announced a partnership with Abu
Dhabi-based
based LuLu Exchange to leverage
blockchain technology for cross-border
border remittances.
remittan
In collaboration with Digiledge, a Bengaluru based
fintech start-up,
up, Federal Bank and Lulu Exchange
have launched and successfully tested the service
using
blockchain
technology.
Blockchain
technology helps organisations share data in a more
trusted, distributed and extensively automated way
and is thus rapidly transforming the financial and
commercial world. By collaborating with multiple
exchange houses abroad, Federal Bank has
managed to hold a major share in the inward
remittances market of India.
owned natural gas processing
202.Name the State-owned
and distribution company which has placed orders
for another 400-km
km of pipeline under Pradhan
Mantri Urja Ganganatural gas pipeline project?

1. GAIL
2. Oredo
3. Ovade Ogharefe
4. Gbaran Ubie
5. Ogbele
State-owned
owned natural gas processing and distribution
company GAIL Ltd. has placed orders for another
400-km
km of pipeline under Pradhan Mantri Urja
Ganganatural gas pipeline project. 2655 km long
Jagdishpur-Haldia
Haldia & Bokaro-Dhamra
Bokaro
Natural Gas
Pipeline (JHBDPL) project
ct is referred to as Pradhan
Mantri Urja Ganga Project. This gas pipeline
project originates from Jagdishpur in Uttar Pradesh
and extends to Haldia in West Bengal and Dhamra
in Odisha while passing through Bihar and
Jharkahnd. The JHBDPL project will supply
suppl
environmentally clean natural gas to fertiliser and
power plants, steel plants, refineries and other
industries in above mentioned states. Orders for
2100 km pipeline have been awarded so far
(including the latest orders for another 400-km
400
of
pipeline)
203.Who took charge as State Information
Commissioners of Haryana, in Chandigarh?
1. Chander Prakash and Sadhvi Niranjan
2. Chander Prakash and Babul Supriya
3. Chander Prakash and Arun Sangwan
4. Chander Prakash and Rajyavardhan Singh
5. Chander Prakash and
nd Jayant Sinha
Chander Prakash and Arun Sangwan took charge as
State Information Commissioners of Haryana, in
Chandigarh. Chander Prakash is a retired IAS
officer. Arun Sangwan is an advocate. They both
took oath as State Information Commissioners of
Haryana.
ana. Haryana Governor Kaptan Singh Solanki
over saw the ceremony. Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar was also present at the
ceremony.
204.Who was appointed the President of Indian
Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR)?
1. Y S Chowdary
2. Ram Shankar
Shank
3. Sudharshan Baghat 4. Vishnu Deo Sai
5. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe
President Ram Nath Kovind appointed Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe as the President of Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR). Vinay Sahasrabuddhe is
the Vice President of BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party).
Par
He is also a Rajya Sabha member from
Maharashtra.
aharashtra. Vinay Sahasrabuddhe replaces Lokesh
Chandra. He is also the vice-president
vice
of Rambhau
Mhalgi Prabodhini, a training and research academy
for elected representatives and voluntary social
workers.
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205.Which
hich state government formed the State
Finance Commission and appointed G Rajesham
Goud as its chairman?
1. Andhra Pradesh
2. Odisha
3. Gujarat
4. Telangana
5. Himachal Pradesh
The Telangana government formed the State
Finance Commission and appointed G Rajesham
Ra
Goud as its chairman. G Rajesham Goud, former
chairman of Karimnagar Zilla Parishad, will head
the Telangana State Finance Commission as its
chairman. M Chennaiah Kuruma, a retired Zilla
Parishad CEO from Ranga Reddy district, has been
appointed as a member of the Telangana State
Finance Commission. Other members are to be
appointed later.
206.Who was appointed the new Director (at Joint
Secretary Level) of Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO)?
1. Raesahed Dadarao
2. Das Danve
3. Dhanjibhai Vasava
4. Sanjeev Kumar
5. Amardeep Singh Bhatia
Amardeep Singh Bhatia has been appointed as
Director (at Joint Secretary Level) of Serious Fraud
Investigation Office (SFIO). Amardeep Singh
Bhatia is a Nagaland cadre IAS officer of 1993
batch. He is currently Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs. He has been
appointed as Director at Joint Secretary Level of
Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO).
207.How many Satellites will be launched by ISRO
in a single mission on-board
board its Polar rocket on 10th
January 2018?
1. 31 satellites
2. 32 satellites
3. 33 satellites
4. 34 satellites
5. 35 satellites
On 29th December 2017, ISRO said that, it will
launch 31 satellites in a single mission on-board
on
its
Polar rocket on 10th January 2018. This mission
will be the first ‘Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle’
(PSLV) mission after the failure of IRNSS-1H
IRNSS
launch in August 2017. Main payload of this
mission is India’s Cartosat-22 series earth
observation satellite. The launch will be carried out
from the spaceport at Sriharikota and PSLV-C40
PSLV
will be used for the launch. The mission consists of
28 nano satellites from other countries, one micro
and one nano satellite, and one Cartosat satellite
from India.
208.Which Space Agency’s flying observatory is
developing itss 2018 observing campaign to observe
celestial magnetic fields, star-forming
forming regions,
comets and Saturn’s giant moon Titan?

1. ISRO
2. Roscosmos
3. JAXA
4. NASA
5.UK Space Agency
NASA’s flying observatory is developing its 2018
observing campaign to observe
observ celestial magnetic
fields, star-forming
forming regions, comets and Saturn’s
giant moon Titan. The observations have been
scheduled between February 2018 and January
2019. Sofia is a modified Boeing 747SP jetliner
which carries a 100-inch
inch diameter telescope. This
Thi is
a joint project of NASA and DLR, German
Aerospace Center. Sofia will carry out the
observations. High-resolution
resolution Airborne Wideband
Camera-Plus
Plus (HAWC+), a new instrument, will
continue research with its polarimeter.
209.Which Indian state hosted the 61st
61 National
Shooting Championship at National Games
Shooting Range?
1. Karnataka
2. Odisha
3. Kerala
4. Gujarat
5. Goa
Jitu Rai won gold medal in the men’s 50m pistol
event at the 61st National Shooting Championship
at
National
Games
Shooting
Range,
Thiruvananthapuram,
ananthapuram, in Kerala. J itu Rai shot 10.8
on his 24th shot and won gold medal. He also
created a new national record score of 233. In the
final, Omkar Singh from the Navy and Jai Singh
from the Army won silver and bronze medals
respectively.
ch Profession does Sue Grafton belongs
210.To which
to?
1. Actor
2. Author
3. Producer
4. Researcher 5. Sports
Sue Grafton, author of various mystery novels
passed away in Santa Barbara, California, US. Sue
Grafton was 77 years old. She had been suffering
from cancer off the appendix. She is well known for
her alphabet novels. The alphabet novel series
started from “A Is for Alibi” and ended with “Y Is
for Yesterday.”
211.Which
Which State Government gets Rs 1250 crore
central fund for inland water transport?
1. Bihar
2. West Bengal
3. Odisha
4. Gujarat
5. Assam
Central Government has sanctioned Rs 1250 crore
for overall development of inland water transport of
Assam. Announcement in this regard was made by
Union Minister for Road Transport, Highways and
Shipping, Nitin Gadkari
Gadkar at a meeting of the
Brahmaputra Board and Water Resources
Department at Kaziranga. Out of the total amount,
Rs. 32 crore will be utilised for constructing 56
terminals and Rs 60 crore for Ro-Ro
Ro
service. Roll-
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on/roll-off (RORO or ro-ro)
ro) ferry services are
designed to carry people and wheeled cargo, such as
cars, trucks, semi-trailer
trailer trucks, trailers and railroad
cars, that are driven on and off the ship on their own
wheels or by using a platform.
212.In
In which state “Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana”
was launched?
1. Punjab
2. Odisha
3. Haryana
4. Maharashtra
5. Rajasthan
Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
launched Bhavantar Bharpayee Yojana from Karnal
district. Under this scheme, farmers will be
compensated by state government, whenever the
market pricess of the stipulated produce go below the
mentioned prices. Haryana State Government will
constitute a separate fund for this purpose. This
scheme for compensation will also apply for
tomato, onion, potato and cauliflower. In order to
avail compensation under
er this scheme, farmers
would have to get themselves registered on
Bhavantar Bharpayee website or in the office of
Haryana State Agricultural Marketing Board.
Which state’s police will go digital from
213.Which
January 1, 2018, as routine work in police stations
station
across the state will be computerised under the
Criminal Tracking and Networking System
(CCTNS)?
3. Karnataka
1. Odisha
2. Kerala
4. Telangana 5. Rajasthan
Odisha police will go digital from January 1, 2018,
as routine work in police stations across the state
will be computerised under the Criminal Tracking
and Networking System (CCTNS). CCTNS project
is being implemented under the national ee
governance initiative at a cost of Rs. 61 crore. 589
out of 612 police stations across Odisha have been
equipped with
ith the necessary hardware and software
for the implementation of CCTNS. All routine
police station work including registering cases,
maintaining of registers, station diaries, case diaries
and charge sheets will be done online from January
2018. Whenever required, investigating officers will
also be able to access the data through laptops, tabs
and smart phones.
214.Which
Which is India’s biggest airport in terms of
area?
1. Sri Sathya Sai Airport, Andhra Pradesh
2. Along Airport, Arunachal Pradesh
3. Dibrugarh Airport, Assam
4. Jewar Airport , Uttar Pradesh
5. Safdarjung Airport, Delhi

Construction work on Jewar Airport in Greater
Noida will commence in December 2018, earlier
than Uttar Pradesh government’s scheduled plan.
On December 30, 2017, Yamuna Expressway
Expresswa
Industrial Development Authority (YEIDA)
selected professional services firm EY (formerly
Ernst & Young) to prepare a techno-economic
techno
feasibility
report(TEFR)
for
undertaking
construction work on Jewar Airport. Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Development Authority
Au
(YEIDA) has asked EY to submit TEFR report by
April 2018. Based on the report, bids will be invited
in July 2018 and foundation stone for the project
will be laid in December 2018. On completion,
Jewar airport will be India’s biggest airport in terms
ter
of area. Under the first phase of the project,
construction will be undertaken on 4000 acres of
land.
215.Which
Which state Government laid foundation stones
for more than 100 projects after “Vikas Samiksha
Yatra 2017?”
2. Goa
3. Kerala
1. Jharkhand
4. Bihar
5. Karnataka
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar laid foundation
stones for more than 100 projects worth Rs 700
crore in Nalanda district. These projects were
launched during the second phase of Nitish
Kumar’s state-wide
wide “Vikas Samiksha Yatra” which
began onn December 28, 2017. During his visit to
Chamera village, Mr. Kumar dedicated to the public
132 projects worth Rs 97.63 crore and laid
foundation stones for 114 projects worth Rs 698.65
crore. While addressing public meetings, Mr.
Kumar highlighted Bihar State
S
Government’s social
reform measures like ban on alcohol and campaigns
against dowry and child marriage.
216.Which
Which country shuts down its legal
government-sanctioned
sanctioned ivory trade?
1. Russia
2. China
3. USA
4. Canada
5. Norway
China shut down its legal government-sanctioned
ivory trade. In 2015, Chinese President Xi Jinping
and then U.S. President Barack Obama took a joint
pledge to put an end to ivory trade. As per this
decision, China has closed all its licensed ivory
carving factories and retailers. China’s
C
State
Forestry Administration (SFA) is responsible for
implementing the ivory trade ban. SFA along with
associations like Natural Resources Defense
Council (NRDC), Wildaid, etc. will circulate
posters, videos, and articles to educate people on the
ban.
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217.Who
Who was appointed the new chief secretary to
the Himachal Pradesh government?
1. Radha Mohan Singh
2. Thaawar Chand
3. Harsh Vardhan
4. Dharmendra Pradhan
5. Vineet Chowdhary
Vineet Chowdhary was appointed as chief secretary
to the Himachal government.
ment. Vineet Chowdhary is
a 1982 batch IAS officer of the Himachal Pradesh
cadre. He replaces Vidya Charan Pharka. Vidya
Charan Pharka was appointed as chief secretary on
June 1, 2016, superseding six senior IAS officers
including Vineet Chowdhary. Vineet Chowdhary
had filed a case in the Central Administrative
Tribunal. Now, Vidya Charan Pharka has been
appointed as principal advisor to the government.
218.Who
Who was appointed the new Chief Secretary of
Rajasthan?
1. Santhosh Kumar 2. Mahesh Sharma
3. Giriraj Singh
4. N C Goel
5. Raj Kumar Singh
N C Goel was made the new Chief Secretary of
Rajasthan. N C Goel is an IAS officer of the 1982
batch. Previously, he was Additional Chief
Secretary of Forest and Environment, Tourism, Art
and Culture Department, Mines and Petroleum
departments. N C Goel is a native of Haryana. He
was the CMD of Jaipur Metro Rail Corporation Ltd,
Rajasthan. He was also District Collector and
Magistrate of Alwar and Jaisalmer. He replaces
Ashok Jain.
219.Who
Who was appointed the Director General
G
of
Police (Head of Police Force) in Andhra Pradesh?
1. Alphons Kannanantham 2. Vijay Goel
3. Ramesh Chandappa
4. Vishnu Deo Sai
5. M Malakondaiah
M Malakondaiah was appointed Director General of
Police (Head of Police Force) in Andhra Pradesh.
Dr M Malakondaiah is an IPS officer of the 1985
batch. At present he is the Managing Director of
Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation.
He replaces Nanduri Sambasiva Rao. Malakondaiah
will retire on June 30, 2018 from service.
220.Om Prakash Singh hass been appointed the new
Director General of Police (DGP) of which state?
1. Odisha
2. Gujarat
3. Uttar Pradesh
4. Madhya Pradesh
5. Sikkim
Om Prakash Singh has been appointed the new
Director General of Police (DGP) of Uttar Pradesh.
Om Prakash Singh replaces
aces Sulkhan Singh as
Director General of Police of Uttar Pradesh. Om
Prakash Singh joined as Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer in 1983. Sulkhan Singh is a 1980 batch IPS

officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre. His term ended on
31st December 2017.
221.India’s first Smart Policing Robot was found in
which city?
1. Pune
2. Hyderabad
3. Patna
4. Mumbai
5. Srinagar
H-BOTS, a Hyderabad-based
based artificial intelligence
(AI) and machine learning start-up
start
unveiled a
prototype of a smart policing robot. The life size
prototype is five-foot-seven
seven-inch tall, weighs 43 kg
and is made of nylon plastic, which is ten times
stronger than regular plastic. It can take complaints,
monitor temperature, identify suspects, can record
audio and video clips and can assist people at malls,
streets, airports and railway stations. It has a multimulti
touch screen. It can recognise voice and can interact
in English. The makers have stated that in the near
future, it will also recognise Telugu and Hindi.
After some more fine-tuning,
tuning, H-BOTS
H
is planning
to produce 700 such units a year by 2020.
Indian Air Force (IAF’s) MiG-27
MiG
ML,
222.Indian
codenamed ‘Bahadur’ in India, was from which
country?
1. Canada
2. Argentina 3. Norway
4. Russia
5. Sweden
Indian Air Force (IAF) bade farewell to MiG-27
MiG
ML, Bahadur fleett at Hasimara Air Force base in
Bengal. Russian origin MiG-27
MiG
ML, codenamed
‘Bahadur’ in India, was inducted into the IAF fleet
in the late 1980s. MiG--27 ML was a dedicated
ground attack aircraft capable of delivering a
variety of loads (bombs, rockets and guided
munitions) in different modes of attack with
immense precision. MiG-27
MiG
ML fleet played an
instrumental role in Kargil and participated in
numerous international exercises held in India. 22
Squadron, known as ‘Swifts’ was the last squadron
of the IAF
F flying the MiG-27
MiG
MLs.
223.Tetramorium
Tetramorium krishnani and Tetramorium
jarawa belongs to which of the following species?
1. Spider
2. Snake
3. Peacock
4. Ants
5. Deer
Two new ant species Tetramorium krishnani and
Tetramorium jarawa have been discovered by
scientists
entists in the islands of Andaman. The
Tetramorium krishnani and Tetramorium jarawa ant
species were discovered by scientists of the
National Centre for Biological Sciences (NCBS),
Bengaluru and the Okinawa Institute of Science and
Technology Graduate University,
Univ
Japan. These ant
species have been named after late scientist K.S.
Krishnan of NCBS, and the Jarawas – indigenous
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people of Andaman. This research has been
published in PeerJ. These new ant species live in
leaf litter of the Havelock Island. These species are
endemic to Andaman.
224.Who
Who won bronze medal in the World Blitz
Chess Championship in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia?
1. Magnus Charlsen
2. Garry Kasparov
3. Viswanathan Anand
4. Bobby Fischer
5. Levon Aronian
Viswanathan Anand has won bronze medal in the
t
World Blitz Chess Championship in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia. Magnus Carlsen, world champion, won the
tournament and bagged the gold medal. Russia’s
Sergey Karjakin secured the second spot and won
the silver medal. Vishwanathan Anand had won
gold, two days back,
ck, in the World Rapid Chess
Championship.
225.To
To which profession does M V Pylee belongs
to?
1. Professor
2. Actor
3. Sportsman
4. Author
5. Racer
Eminent educationist M V Pylee died due to ageage
related problems at a private hospital, in Kochi,
Kerala. M V Pylee was 98 years old. He was the
third Vice Chancellor of the Cochin University of

Science and Technology. He was considered a fore
runner in management education in India. He also
worked as a visiting professor at several foreign
universities. He had received Padma Bhushan
award in 2006.
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